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OAU Secretary General on ‘Poor State of Housing’ 


AB2003155091 Dakar PANA in English 1442 GMT 
20 Mar 91 


[Text] Nairobi, 20 March (KNA/PANA}—OAU Secre- 
tary-General Salim Ahmed Salim Tuesday in Nairobi 
decried Africa’s poor state of housing. People should not 
be deceived by what they see in our capital. When you go 
to Dar es Salaam or Nairobi or Khartoum, you will see 
wonders. Most of these capitals are beautiful but housing 
in the rural areas 1s in a very bad state, Salim Said. 


Salim made the remarks when he visited the UN center 
for human settlements (Habitat) headquarters in Gigiri. 
on the outskirts of Nairobi. He said the OAU was 
concerned about issues which directly affected the social 
and economic welfare of the people of Africa and for that 
reason, it was keen on creating a special relationship with 
institutions and agencies which were involved in such 
issues. 


The OAU boss noted that the cooperation agreement 
between Habitat and the OAU was outdated and needed 
to be revise. We have limitations in the OAU. Therefore. 
we will strive to use skills, personnel and resources 
within the UN system without creating another Habitat 
in the OAU, Salim Said. 


Salim said that with the pressing problems facing many 
African countries, housing would inevitably take a back 
seat to such issues as health and food. He commended 
Habitat for its efforts to sensitise political leaders in 
developing countries on the importance of housing and 
proper sanitation. 


Habitat’s chief research and development division. 
Bruce Hyland, told Salim that African leaders should not 
see the provision of housing as a drain on national 
economies but rather view it as a productive undertaking 
in the development proces. The OAU secretary-general 
is in Kenya for an eight-day official visit to the East 
African country. 


Agriculture Ministers End Meeting in Dakar 


AB2103133391 Dakar PANA in English 1248 GMT 
21 Mar 91 


[Text] Dakar, 21 March (PANA)}—Agriculture ministers 
from West and Central Africa ended their three-day 
meeting in Dakar, Senegal, on Wednesday. with a call on 
the member-countries of ECOWAS [Economic Commu- 
nity of West African States] and its Central African equiv- 
alent, CEEAC [Economic Community of Central African 
States}, to embark on greater integration of their agricul- 
tural policies. Also, the ministers called on international 
donors to support the integration process. They adopted a 
resolution urging their partners to back the second phase of 
the IFAD [International Fund for Agriculture Develop- 
ment] Special Assistance Fund Programme. 
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The programme, estimated to cost 300 million US. 
dollars, is aimed at assisting sub-Saharan African coun- 
tries affected by drought and desertification from 1991- 
1993. In addition, the conference mandated the Sene- 
galese and Cameroonian ministers of agriculture to take 
every necessary initiative, in liaison with other coun- 
tries, to reinforce the integration process of the agricul- 
tural economies of ECOWAS and CEEAC countries. 


The ministers proposed holding a meeting with donors 
in the next two months to specify areas of assistance and 
draw up a calendar for the implementation of the agri- 
cultural integration programme in the sub-region. The 
conference, which was declared open Monday by Sene- 
galese President Abdou Diouf. deliberated on agricul- 
tural policies in West and Central African countries. 
development of trade within the framework of a regional 
market and the promotion of exports. among related 
issues. 


The participants agreed to embark on specific [words 
indistinct] nexi two years to be coordinated by various 
countries. These inclued the coordination of the initia- 
tives of the conference and the structural adjustment 
programme (Senegal). cattle and beef market 
(Cameroon). cereals market (Mali), the oil-seeds market 
(Togo). competitiveness of export produce (Cote 
dIvoire), follow-up measures (Burkina Faso), other 
products (Guinea) and agricultural research (Nigeria). 


The meeting was attended by representatives of interna- 
tional donors and financial institutions, UN agencies. 
the EEC and some Western countries. The 15 African 
countries at the conference were. Benin, Burkina Faso. 
Cameroon, Cape Verde. Central African Republic, Cote 
d'Ivoire, Chad, Gambia. Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Mali, 
Niger, Nigeria, Togo and host Senegal. 


Kagera Basin Organization Meeting Ends 
£.A2203112091 Kigali Domestic Service 
in French 1800 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] The eighth ordinary session of the Kagera 
Basin Organisation [KBO], which has been taking place 
at the headquarters of the organization in (Kakiru) since 
Monday, 18 March. finished its work today. The meeting 
appointed a Rwandan, Jean-Bosco Balinda, as the new 
executive secretary for four years, replacing the Burun- 
dian. Gregoire Banyiyezako, who has ended his term of 
office. [passage omitted] 


The commussion meeting also voted on the KBO budget 
for the 1991 period. The budget amounts to $1,767,500. 
The KBO, however, is currently experiencing financial 
problems duc. notably. to arrears of member countries 
who do not pay their dues regularly. Burundi has arrears 
of more than $140,000; Rwanda $10,912: Tanzania. 
more than $600,000; and Uganda more than $2.2 mil- 
lion. It is worth noting that Uganda’s arrears are greater 
than the KBO budget for the year 1991. The new KBO 
executive secretary said that during his term of office he 
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would give priority to five main sectors: energy. trans- 
port, communications, information, and agriculture. 
{passage omitted] 


African Lawyers Meet in Nigeria, Elect President 


AB2303175891 Paris AFP in English 1744 GMT 
23 Mar 9! 


[Text] Lagos, March 23 (AFP)}—African lawyers have 
urged the Organisation of African Unity to urgently 
establish an African Court of Human Rights. In a 
resolution adopted after a five-day meeting in Abuja. 
Nigeria’s future capital, the African Bar Association 
(ABA) also said that it would endeavour to improve legal 
services to the public, particularly the poor. 


The association urged all African governments to respect 
the independence of lawyers and to release lawyers being 
unjustly detained for performing their professional 
duties. At least 430 judges and lawyers were persecuted 
last year in 44 countries in the world. Of this figure, 67 
were killed, 167 others detained and 107 others either 
attacked or threatened with violence, the director of the 
Geneva-based International Centre for Judges and Law- 
yers. Mr. Red Brody. told the conference last 
Wednesday. African countries mostly affected include 
Cameroon, Nigeria, the Central African Republic. Egypt. 
Ghana, Kenya, Morocco, Somalia. South Africa, Sudan 
and Zaire. he said. 


The ABA also called on African governments to respect 
the provisions and principles of the African Charter on 
Human and Peoples’ Rights. The president of the asso- 
ciation of Nigerian lawyers. Mr. Charles Idehen. was 
elected new ABA president. 


Conference Discusses Drug Trafficking Problem 


AB1703085291 Lagos Domestic Service 
in English 2100 GMT 16 Mar 91 


[Text] Nigeria has called on African countries to intro- 
duce stringent measures to combat the present high rate 
of drug trafficking in the continent. The minister of state 
for police affairs, Alhaji Ismaila Gwarzo made the call in 
Abuja at the closing of the 11th African regional confer- 
ence of the International Criminal Police Organization. 
Alhaji Ismaila said it was unfortunate that Africa, which 
was only regarded as a center for the transit of drugs. was 
fast becoming a base for their consumption. The min- 
ister stressed the need for cooperation among African 
countries to reduce the rate of crimes. especially those 
relating to illicit currency and drug trafficking. 
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In a communique at the end of the conference, the 
participants called on member-nations to work out an 
arrangement that would help in the repatriation of 
suspects and their stolen goods. They should also 
exchange information on new forms of crime and rec- 
ommend the establishment of a joint data bank for this 
purpose. On drug trafficking. the communique urged 
countries which had not established functional drug 
enforcement agencies to do so without further delay. 


Zaire Joins Afro-Vision TV News Exchange 


AB2203211491 Dakar PANA in English 
1238 GMT 22 Mar 91 


[Text] Dakar, 22 March (APS-SEN/PANA)—Zaire has 
become the latest African country to join Afro-Vision, 
the African system for the exchange of television news. 
The Central African country’s decision was announced 
in Dakar Wednesday. where the parent organ of the 
Union of National Radio and Television Organisations 
in Africa (URTNA). was assessing the programme which 
went into operation on 2 January with the participation 
of nine countries. 


The meeting. which took place at the URTNA Head- 
quarters in the Senegalese capital, was aimed at evalu- 
ating the performance of Afro-Vision after three months 
of its experimental phase which involved the exchange of 
televised news among Algeria, Cameroon, Cote d'Ivoire. 
Ghana, Nigeria. Senegal. Tunisia. Zimbabwe and Egypt. 
which was not represented at the meeting. Officials at the 
meeting said the National Televisions of Gabon. Ethi- 
opia. Mali and Niger. have also indicated their willing- 
ness to take vart in the programme. 


Two working groups were set up during the meeting to 
examine the terms and conditions of operations of the 
permanent phase of the exchange programme and to 
sensitise the new members on the need for news exchanges 
among African television stations. The experimental phase 
of Afro-Vision involved 30-minute exchange of news 
between 16:00 hours and 18:30 hours GMT., from 
Monday to Friday, transmitted though the Algiers trans- 
mission station or through the Intelsat satellite. 


Speaking at the end of the evaluation on Wednesday. 
URTNA president, Amadou Diop, and former secretary- 
general, Abdelkader Marzouki. expressed satisfaction 
with the results obtained so far in the efforts to ensure 
increased effectiveness of the system. They also thanked 
the German Friedrich Ebert Foundation for its support 
which, like Eurovision for Europe. Asiavision for Asia, 
Arabvision for the Arab world and Cattibvision for the 
Caribbean. has provided Africa with its own system for 
the exchange of televison news. 
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Congo 
Further Reportage on National Conference 


President's Resignation Called For 


AB2203173691 Dakar PANA in English 
1640 GMT 22 Mar 91 


[Text] Brazzaville, 22 March (PANA}—The secretary 
general of the opposition Congolese Democratic 
Assembly, Maurice Makouzebi, on Thursday called for 
the resignation of the Congolese president. General 
Denis Sassou-Nguesso. Speaking at the Congolese 
National Conference in Brazzaville, Makouzcbi said it 1s 
high time the occupant of the People’s Palace left before 
the rage of the people gets worse. Makouzebi alleged that 
the Congolese Government was responsible for the dis- 
appearance of his party's president, Seraphin Bakouma. 
in May 1990 in France. [Words indistinct] Bakouma’s 
disappearance were discussed in Paris by the Congolese 
inspector general of police, Colonel Pierre Oba and the 
former French interior minister, Pierre Joxe. According 
to him, news of his disappearance was published by the 
monthly confidential which is based in Paris and which 
specialises in intelligence affairs. 


Several other speakers at the conference also denounced 
some leaders of the Congolese Workers’ Party (PCT), the 
former sole ruling political party. for alleged illegal 
enrichment. Calming tempers at the conference. Bishop 
Ernest N’Kombo called for moderation and courtesy so 
that each one can teach and learn in a democratic spirit. 


Advocates Union Gives Suggestions 


AB2203174291 Dakar PANA in English 
1647 GMT 22 Mar 91 


[Text] Brazzaville, 22 March (PANA)—The delegation 
of the Union of Central African Advocates at the Con- 
golese National Conference on Thursday suggested the 
compensation and restoration of all rights of former 
Congolese presidents who were alienated by injustice 
arising from monopartism. The former presidents in 
question are Fulbert Youlou (1960-1963), Alphonce 
Massamba Debat (1963-1968) and Marien Ngouabi 


(1968-1977). They also demanded the compensation of 


Cardinal Emile Biayenda. The goal of the union is to 
enable the former leaders to get the same rights as those 
recently given to former president, Joachim Opango 
(1977-1979) who was compensated 950 million CFA 
francs (about 351.850 US dollars) by the government. 


The union also called for the rehabilitation of the judi- 
clary system which it asserted had been weakened by the 
political mission imposed on it by the government. They 
also asked for explanations on the unpunished crimes 
which were committed for political reasons and due to 
the actions of certain overzealous prison officials. The 
advocates also called for the restoration of the gendem- 
erie, a para-military force and the formation of commis- 
sions to scrutinise dubious contracts and tenders. They 
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also called for the separation of executive, legisiative and 
judiciary power. The union also requested the National 
Conference to pronounce itself on 1l-gotien property. 


Meanwhile. the association of young Congolese advo- 
cates called for the rehabilitation of people who died due 
to political reasons and the erection of their statues. 
Calling for the reorganization of the country’s justice 
system, the association regretted the violation of basic 
human rights by successive governments which have 
ruled the country by intimidation, all sorts of threats, 
thefts, and arbitrary arrests. 


The association called for an end to trials by non- 
professional judges and the scrapping off of the revolu- 
tionary justice court and their replacement of old legal 
texts with new laws. The young advocates union also 
called for the disbanding of the political police and their 
replacement by state security organs. They also called for 
the reform of the advocates’ code. 


Ministers’ Foreign Travel Suspended 


AB2303103691 Paris AFP in French 0941 GMT 
23 Mar YI 


[Text] Brazzaville. 23 Mar (AFP)}—Monsignor Ernest 
Kombo, chairman of the Presidium of the Congolese 
national conference. announced that authorizations for 
ministers and high-ranking Congolese officials to go 
abroad have been suspended. In a statement last night in 
Brazzaville during the national conference deliberations, 
Msgr. Kombo said that this decision will enable the 
conference to summon any member of the Government 
and high ranking officials at any time. 


The conference's internal regulations stipulate that 
anyone can be summoned to clarify his management of 
public property or shed light upon a given point at the 
participants’ request. 


A delegate from a political association called “The 
Cause” recently requested that the head of state, General 
Denis Sassou-Nguesso, take the floor at the national 
conference and “brief the people on the missions he has 
been sworn to fulfill.” Later, during a discussion with a 
group of French journalists, President Sassou-Nguesso 
said that as a Congolese he could come to the conference, 
but as a head of state, he could not “disclose the state's 
classified information.” 


Three associations close to the opposition also requested 
the rehabilitation of the first national anthem used when 
Congo became independent. It was called “The Congo- 
laise” and was replaced in 1969 by “Three Glorious 
Days” [Trois Gloricuses] following the country’s adop- 
tion of Marxist-Leninist ideology. The same associations 
asked for the rehabilitation of the green, yellow, and red 
national flag instead of the current red flag as well as the 
withdrawal of the word people's from the country’s 
current name, People’s Republic of Congo. 
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Government Told To Listen to People 


AB2493205491] Paris AFP in French 1208 GMT 
24 Mar 91 


[Text] Brazzaville, 24 Mar (AFP}—Congo’s National Con- 
ference Presidium has appealed to the Malian Government 
“to listen to the people” who are calling for a multiparty 
system. In a statement made public here Saturday night in 
the presence of several members of government. the 
National Conference Presidium asked the Malian authori- 
ties to preserve “reconciliation and national unity.” 


Rwanda 


Further Rebel Attacks Despite Draft Cease-Fire 


FA2103153091 Kigali Domestic Service 
in French 1800 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] What can you say about these people? They 
attack despite the fact that only yesterday, the Rwandan 
Government confirmed that the Zairian mediation pro- 
cess has led to the signing of a draft cease-fire agreement. 
This happened at the beginning of this week at Nsele. 
near Kinshasa in Zaire, with the agreement due to be 
signed at the end of this month. The document was 
signed by the Rwandan ambassador to Kampala, Claver 
Kanyarushyoki, who headed the Rwandan delegation. 
and Pasteur Bizimungu, who represented the rebel’s 
Patriotic Front in the presence of a Zairian mediation 
mission. Here is Jean-Francois Nsengiyunva: 


[Nsengiyunva] While all this was happening, the rebel 
cockroaches [inyenzi inkotanyt] were taking up arms for 
new attacks despite the amnesty offer made by the 
president of the Republic of Rwanda last Thursday to lay 
down their arms and return to Rwanda in full security. 


Today, once again, they attempted an incursion via the 
route between the Gahinga and Muhabura volcanoes. 
They numbered about 150. But only around 100 were 
able to return to Uganda after being rebuffed by the 
Rwandan Armed Forces, who in fact killed around 50 of 
the aggressors. This is a provisional assessment. since the 
aggressors carry their dead with them whenever possible 
without mentioning that the injured among them suc- 
cumb to their injuries in the Volcano region. where the 
climate is far from normal. 


Some aggressors were captured. What they say is terrifying. 
They say that their leaders are stopping them from 
responding to the amnesty offer made last Thursday by the 
president of the Republic of Rwanda. There are those 
among them who, despite all this, were able to hear the call 
over the radio, surrendered to the Rwandan Armed 
Forces, and were welcomed by the welcome services set up 
on 15 March. All those who have heard the call to lay down 
arms and return to Rwanda in full security should take up 
the opportunity, as apparently their leaders have no other 


FBIS-AFR-91-057 
25 March 1991 


aim than to exterminate them by forcing them to launch 
suicidal attacks against Rwanda. [passage omitted] 


More on Rebel Incursion From Uganda 


£.A2203121091 Kigali Domestic Service 
in French 1115 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] In spite of the dialogue started between Rwanda 
and the Rwandan Patriotic Front, the aggressors are mullti- 
plying their attacks [words indistinct]. Yesterday, they 
attempted an incursion from Uganda via the pass situated 
between the Gahinga and Muhabura volcanoes. 


On 19 March the Rwandan Government confirmed that the 
Zairian mediation in the Rwandan conflict had led the 
Rwandan and Patriotic Front delegations, in a meeting in 
N’sele, near Kinshasa, to sign a draft cease-fire agreement. 
The agreement will be formally signed on 29 March. in the 
presence of President Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire, mediator 
in the conflict, and in the presence of the OAU secretary 
general, Salim Ahmed Salim. [passage omitted] 


Zaire 


Prime Minister Calls on Parties To Participate 


AB2203192591 Libreville Africa No. 1 
in French 1230 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] Professor Mulumba Lukoji, who has been asked by 
President Mobutu Sese Seko to form the new Zairian 
Government, has said it is necessary to have all parties 
adhere to and participate in the government's efforts. The 
new Zairian prime minister made this statement after 
meeting with his predecessor, Professor Lunda Bululu. 


Opposition Groups Prepare for Mobutu Meeting 


1B 2303134891 Dakar PANA in English 
1327 GMT 23 Mar 91 


[Text] Kinshasa, 23 March (PANA}—The 53 Zairian oppo- 
sition groups known as the consensus parties held a meeting 
this week to map out a common position before a proposed 
meeting with Zairian President Mobutu Sese Seko, it was 
learnt in Kinshasa Friday. They were trying to reach a 
common ground on an upcoming constitutional conference 
and examine the decree which brought it about. 


The formation of a new expanded transition government 
headed by Prof. Mulumba Lukoji, who was appointed last 
weekend, was also on the group's agenda for scrutiny. 


Speaking during the meeting, the first deputy president of 
the National Democratic Movement, Lubangui Muteba, 
said the objective of the group was to negotiate with the 
government on ways to deal with the crises facing the 
country. 


Recently, the opposition parties held a meeting with the 
president at N'sele. some 60 kilometres from Kinshasa. 
No date has been set for the next meeting with Mobutu. 
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Ethiopia 


Libyan, Sudanese Diplomats ‘Persona Nen Grata® 


£.A2203200691 Addis Ababa in Amharic to 
Neighboring Countries 1600 GMT 22 Mar 91 


{Text] Tonight a Foreign Affairs Ministry spokesman 
revealed that two Libyan and two Sudanese diplomats 
resident in Ethiopia have been instructed to leave Ethi- 
opian territory within four days. They are considered 
persona non grata because their activities in Ethiopia 
have been incompatible with their diplomatic missions. 


EPRDF Statements to Government, Foreigners 


Warns on Relief Aid Suspension 


F-42303 105891 (Clandestine) Vowe of the 
Ethiopian People for Peace, Democracy, and Freedom 
in Amharic 0400 GMT 22 Mar 91 


[Statement No. Nine issued from the Office of the 
General Council of the Ethiopian People’s Revolu- 
tionary Democratic Front, EPRDF,. on 21 March: place 
of issue not given] 


[Text] Since 19 March 1991, the Dergue has suspended 
the supply of relief via Dese into EPRDF-liberated 
territory. The EPRDF has been fulfilling its obligations 
to enable humanitarian aid to be rendered effectively 
and it will carry on this effort in the future. While this 
activity of the EPRDF remains a reality, the Dergue has 
rendered void all agreements made. and its unilateral 
action to discontinue the humanitarian rehef supply is a 
cause of difficulty and concern. We would like to note 
that all concerned parties must be aware of the worrying 
effect of the Dergue’s unilateral action and they must put 


pressure on the Dergue for the immediate resumption of 


the supply of humanitarian relief within a short time [as 
heard]. 


The continuing efforts of the EPRDF to enable human- 
itarian aid to move via Aseb and Dese are clear, but the 
EPRDF pledges that if the Dergue will not lift its 
suspension within one week, the EPRDF will consider all 
agreements on this void and will not hesitate to take any 
action it may consider necessary. 


Pledges Foreigners’ Safety 
£.12303110691 (Clandestine) Vowe of the 
Ethiopian People for Peace, Democracy, and kreedom 
im Amharic 0400 GMT 22 Mar 91 


{Statement No. 10, issued from the Office of the General 
Council of the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Dem- 
ocratic Front, EPRDF, on 21 March: place of issue not 
given] 


[Text] Many countries have revealed over the past few 
days that they are pulling out their citizens and diplo- 
matic representatives and reducing their numbers. The 
EPRDF knows full well that cach country can assess the 
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situation as it thinks fit and has a right to take the action 
it considers necessary. The EPRDF respects this right. 


It must be understood, however. that the EPRDF for its 
own part will not hesitate to make all necessary efforts by 
all means at its diposal to ensure the safety of foreign 
nationals in general and of diplomatic representatives of 
governments and workers of international organizations. 


Concerning the above-mentioned bodies, the EPRDF 
will take no action that will endanger their safety, and 1 
pledges that 1 will respect all international agreements 
made by Ethiopia in this regard. 


Claims 1,250 Government Dead 


#.12403111191 (Clandestine) Voice of the 
Ethiopian People for Peace, Democracy, and Freedom 
m Amharic 0400 GMT 24 Mar 91 


[Text] The heroic Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary 
Democratic Front [EPRDF] popular army has stormed 
an enemy-built fortification on the Guguf [northern 
Shewaj front and inflicted heavy human losses on the 
enemy. 


Our heroic combatants stormed the Guguf fortification, 
built by the enemy over a long period of time, during 
fighting carried out between 15 and 18 March. In addi- 
tion to storming the fortification, which took the enemy 
so long to build, our heroic popular army put the 
fortification under its control. 


Our combatants killed 1.250 enemy soldiers, wounded 
1.087, and captured 417 others in the operation, putting 
a total of 2.754 enemy soldiers out action. Moreover, 
$06 assorted light and medium weapons, 10 assorted 
heavy weapons, and six ("radio communications sets) 
were captured and appropriated by the EPRDF. 


Somalia 


SSDF, SPM Forces Said Advancing to Mogadishu 
1B2203122891 Paris AFP in English 1189 GMT 
22 Mar 91 


[Text] Nairobi, March 22 (AFP)—Armed groups 
opposing Somalia’s provisional government said Friday 
they had captured the town of Shalaamboot, 90 kilome- 
tres (55 miles) south of the capital Mogadishu, from 
pro-government forces. 


Yusuf Mohamed Ismail of the Somali Salvation Demo- 
cratic Front (SSDF) and Abdullahi Siraj: of the Somali 
Patriotic Movement (SPM) said a joint force of some 
8.000 fighters had taken Shalaamboot from the United 
Somali Congress (USC). The USC ousted military 
strongman Mohamed Siad Barre in January and set up a 
provisional government. The capture of Shalaamboot 
was confirmed by aid officials in the region. 


6 EAST AFRICA 


Mr. Mohamed and Mr. Abdullahi claimed that SSDF 
and SPM forces were advancing towards Mogadishu 
from the south, west and north. They said some 170 USC 
fighters including senior officers had surrendered at 
Shalaamboot. 


Fighting was raging around Ceel Buur, a USC stronghold 
350 kilometres (210 miles) northeast of Mogadishu now 
under pressure from a combined SSDF and SPM force. 
they added. [passage omitted] 


Demonstrations Reported in Mogadishu 21 Mar 


AB2203093091 Paris AFP in English 0927 GMT 
22 Mar 91 


[Text] Nairobi, March 22 (AFP}—Hundreds of demon- 
strators have taken to the streets of the Somali capital 
Mogadishu urging the provisional government to send 
troops against rival armed factions in southern Somalia. 
informed sources in the region said Friday. There were 
no reports of violence during the demonstration, held 
Thursday. 


The United Somali Congress (USC) formed the provi- 
sional government after its fighters drove military 
strongman Major-General Mohamed Siad Barre from 
the capital in January, ending 21 years years of his 
repressive rule. 


Rival armed groups active in southern Somalia. the 
Somali Patriotic Movement (SPM) and the Somali Sal- 
vation Democratic Front (SSDF), which contest the new 
government's validity, have claimed that their forces are 
advancing towards Mogadishu from all sides. 


(SSDF) representative Yusuf Mohamed Ismail and SPM 
representative Abdullahi Siraji told AFP that the provi- 
sional government had left some aides of Maj.-Gen. Siad 
Barre in key positions. The SSDF and SPM draw their 
support from the Darod tribe, while the USC is domi- 
nated by the Haawiye clan. Mr. Mohamed accused the 
USC of massacring members of Maj.-Gen. Siad Barre’s 
Darod tribe in Mogadishu. “The USC is persecuting and 
killing people for tribal reasons, especially the Darod 
clan including those groups who opposed Siad’s regime.” 
said Mr. Mohamed, himself a Darod who fled the 
country during the rule of Maj.-Gen. Siad Barre. 


Prime Minister on Domestic Conditions, Ties 


PM2103152091 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 
in Arabic 20 Mar 91 p 3 


[Interview with Somali Prime Minister “Umar “Artah 
Ghalib by Sayyid Ahmad Khalifah in Jeddah: date not 
given] 


[Excerpts] [Khalifah] What is the aim of your current 
visit to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia? 


[Ghalib] This is our first visit to the fraternal country 
since the end of Siad Barre’s rule. In fact it is the first 
time I have left the country as prime minister. Of course 
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the aim ts to brief the brothers here. especially Custodian 
of the Two Holy Places King Fahd Bin- Abd-al-"Aziz. on 
the realities and ihe details of conditions in our country 
in order to study them in detail aad discuss the possi- 
bility of helping us urgently so as to salvage Somalia and 
what 1s left of its people. 


[Khalifah] How are conditions in your country al 
present? 


[Ghalib] Actually we have made huge efforts to salvage 
the country’s security and stability since conditions hava 
calmed down. We do not want to deceive to ourselves or 
others by saying that we have been successful in that 
regard. There 1s still resistance in the South, conducted 
by the group belonging to the ousted president. Siad 
Barre. But despite the existence of these security prob- 
lems. the people and the government are determined to 
return life to normal. You can sense people's determina- 
tion to return to the cities and to pursue their daily lives 
in trade and agriculture. 


[Khalifah] Why did your efforts fail to convene the 
national conference in time? What is your reply to the 
accusations that you formed the present government 
without any consultation” 


[Ghalib] The conference was postponed because we did 
not reach a final agreement with the other Somal: forces. 
lis postponement does not signify any failure or indicate 
an explosive situation. The postponement proves that 
there are great hopes for the Somalis’ unity. We not only 
formed a government, but also sought to establish an 
urgent national salvation situation. So we immediately 
started making contacts in order to lay the foundations 
for transitional and permanent rule through the national 
conference. If the conference convenes today and 
decides the shape of transitional rule, we will welcome 
those chosen by the Somali national forces to lead 
national action. We do not insist on remaining in power. 
We insist that matters should not be left to the haphaz- 
ardness, chaos, and risks which were bound to prevail 
after the collapse of Siad Barre’s rule and his escape! 
[passage omitted] 


[Khalifah] How do you view your country’s political 
future in terms of the form of system? 


[Ghalib] The definite option is a democratic multiparty 
sysiem. This is clear in all the forces’ programs. But the 
details. the definition of the siages. and other such 
matters are left to the national conference, which must 
be held. whatever the obstacles. This, because there can 
be no stability, security, and peace in Somalia without 1. 


{Khalifah] You are known to have problems with Ethi- 
opia over Ogaden. and this could justify some of the 
Ethiopian concerns when a change or a transformation 
takes place in your country. Bul why does Kenya help the 
Siad Barre regime. when its political system leans toward 
democracy. in contrast to the Barre regime? 
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[Ghalib] Actually we are astonished by the Kenyan 
position. I do not conceal the fact that we have warned. 
and continue to warn. Kenya about the consequences of 
its unjust behav-or. To resolve this matter we have sent 
our foreign minister, who is in Nairobi now, to deliver a 
message in that regard to President Daniel arap Moi. We 
believe that Kenyan elements with vested interests lic 
behind the adoption of that policy. which harms rela- 
tions between the two countries. As for Ethiopia. we are 
also trying to build new relations with it and to reach an 
understanding on all issues. 


Transitional (;sovernment ‘Not Interested’ in Barre 


PV42003125591 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 
in Arabic i6 Mar 91 p 3 


{Interview with Somali Foreign Minister “Abdallah 
Isma‘il by Sayyid Ahmad Khalifah in Jeddah: date not 
given] 


[Excerpts] [Khalifah] How would you assess the security 
situation in Mogadishu after the recent incidents” 


[Isma‘il] The situation in Mogadishu 1s very stable and 
we see no security threats. especially as the internal 
dialogue has started with a view to convening the 
national conference. which will resolve all problems. 
[passage omitted] 


[Khalifah] What is your government's first internal task” 


{Isma‘tl] The transitional government has three tasks: 
first to establish security throughout the country: second. 
to alleviate the burden on the citizens: third, national 
reconciliation. [passage omitted] 


{Khalifah] Over what area does the government's 
authority extend, bearing in mind the reports that it does 
not go beyond the capital. Mogadishu? 


{Isma‘il] The government ts present in all areas now, and 
the remaining pockets are being climinated. 


{[Khalifah] Do you mean by pockets the Somali move- 
ments in control of the north and the south, as reported” 


[Isma‘il] No. | mean specifically the small area where 
some supporters of the former regime are present! 


[Khalifah] By the way. where is Siad Barre at the 
moment? Has he been killed, has he fled the country, or 
iS he resisting inside the country, as 1s reported” 


[Ismail] We are not interested in him at all. We have 
greater tasks ahead of us—tasks greater than searching 
for Siad Barre. 


[Khalifah] Is the present government a one-party gov- 
ernment representing only the United Congress. as 1s 
reported” 


[Ismail] Not at all. The present government ts a national 
government... transitional. And among its tasks 1s to 
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hold a dialogue with all in order to convene the national 
conference and realize national reconciliation. 


{[Khalifah] In view of the collapse and destruction of the 
Somali Armed Forces following the Mogadishu battles. 
how 1s security being maintained in Son_alia at present”? 


{Isma‘il] There 15 the police... and 1 1s the militias which 
protect security. The Armed Forces will be built after the 
conference and afier all the parties agree on that matter. 
[passage omitted] 


{[Khalifah] There 1s talk of an Ethiopian role in sup- 
porting one Somali group to the exclusion of the others. 
How do you view Ethiopia's links with the situation in 
your country at present” 


[Ismail] We do not want to believe or deny what 1s 
reported about an negative Ethiopian role in our country 
in these difficult circumstances. Bul we are now in the 
process of making contacts with Ethiopia to work to 
Strengthen stability in the region and estadlish normal 
relations between us. 


President Meets French Official on Relief Aid 


F.12003 1008591 Mogadishu Domestic Service 
in Somali 1645 GMT 19 Mar 91 


[ Text) Mr. Ali Mahdi Mohamed. the interim president of 
the Somali Republic. today received in his office Dr. 
Bernard Kouchner, the minister of state for international 
humanitarian relief aid in the office of the French prime 
minister, and his delegation. who are on a visit to 
Somalia. During their courtesy call on the president, 
topics such as how Somalia could obtain humanitarian 
aid. ways of solving Somalia’s current problems, and 
expediting action on national reconciliation were dis- 
cussed. 


Mr. Ali Mahdi bricfed the minister on the situation in 
the country and the huge disasters and destruction 
visited upon the country and people by the defunct 
regime. He said the regime had left behind an attenuated 
economy, administration, and society. He said the 
interim government, helped by foreign countries, partic- 
ularly friendly countries, was putting great effort into 
saving the Somali people from these problems. Mr. 
Mahdi said Somalia faced enormous problems in terms 
of health. and shortages of food. water. fuel. transport. 
and the like. Therefore. the president said. emergency 
aid was needed for the victims of the war. He appealed to 
the French minister to brief his and other European 
countries on what he had seen in Somalia to persuade 
these countries to help solve these problems. 


For his part, Bernard Kouchner said he had come to 
Somalia to asceriam the exact state of the country with a 
view to reporting back home and to donor agencics on 
Somalia’s prime needs. He referred to the fundamental 
need to end the conflict and hold a national conference 
to be attended by all sections of Somali society. The 
minister of state and his delegation later toured SOS. 
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Madina, Mogadishu port, and the central energy reserve. 
Dr. Kouchner and his delegation were briefed by offi- 
cials of these institutions. 


Dr. Kouchner and his delegation left this afternoon aficr 
ending their brief visit to Somalia. Addressing Informa- 
tron Ministry reporters just before leaving. the minister 
said he had come to Somalia on a fact-finding mission 
regarding the current situation ‘n Somalia. on which the 
inte; Aational community had turned its back. only con- 
cering itself with the Gulf crisis. He said the world was 
now expected to pay particular attention to Somalia's 
problems. He pledged to brief the French Government 
and EC member states on what he had seen in the 
country given the fact that France plays a dominant role 
in EC affairs. The minister stressed that Mogadishu 
could not be compared with Beirut, Baghdad. or Mon- 
rovia: contrary to his original impression. he had found 
Mogadishu more stable. Asked if his country intended to 
help Somalia, the minister said his aircraft had brought 
in a small amount of relief aid. He said. however. that 
Somalia would soon receive French relief aid comprising 
of fuel, medicines, and food for children as a prelude to 
general assistance. 


Deputy Premier Says DFSS Ready for Conference 


F.41903221691 Mogadishu Domestic Service 
in Somali 1645 GMT 19 Mar 91 


[Text] Mr. Mohamed Abshir Moussa. the deputy prime 
minister and minister of planning and Juba Valley 
Development, and his delegation today returned to Mog- 
adishu after concluding a 45-hour tour of Mudug. Nugal. 
and Bari regions. 


Mr. Mohamed Abshir Moussa told Jilani Abdulle Juju- 
leh. a SOMALI NATIONAL NEWS AGENCY reporter. 
that his visit was concerned with solving problems in 
those regions and to participate in the conference of the 
Democratic Front for the Salvation of Somalia [DFSS]. 
He said that during the conference. the front had agreed 
10 participate in the national reconciliation conference. 
irrespective of when and where it was held. The minister 
said the DFSS believes in the unity and sovercignty of 
the Somali people. He went on to say that during the 
conference, the DFSS members elected him to become 
the overall religious leader [imam] of the DFSS. He said 
the leaders of this rebel group stressed the need to 
practice religion to achieve goodness in this world and 
the hereafter. 


Mr. Mohamed Abshir Moussa also said that during his 
tour of the regions, he held private meetings with clerics 
and elders on the need to form commitices to help solve 
the problems affecting general services. security. water 
supplies, trade. health, education, and the like. 


Jilani Jujule also reported that today a Belgian C-1 30 
aircrafi landed at Mogadishu Airport. bringing 16.8 
tonnes of relief aid consisting of medicine and food for 
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children. The relief aid has been donated by [werd 
indistinct] children fund for SOS and Madina hospitals 
in Mogadishu. 


Belgian Plane Arrives With Relief Aid 
£.12403100291 Mogadishu Domestic Service 
in Somali 1645 GMT 23 Mar 91 


[Text] A Belgian C-130 aircraft landed at Mogadishu 
Airport today carrying a donation of food weighing 19 
tonnes. The donation was made by the SOS agency for 
the victims of the war that are hospitalized at the SOS 
hospitals and at its branches in some of the country’s 
districts and regions. The relief aid consisted of medi- 
cines, rice, sugar. and nutrients for the weak. Jilani 
Abdulle Jujuleh. a SOMALI NATIONAL NEWS 
AGENCY reporter. ad¢ed that this same plane had 
yesterday brought 19 tonnes of relief aid comprising 
medicines, food, mattresses. and surgical equipment. 
The relief was jointly donated by Medecins Sans Fron- 
teres and the SOS agency for victims of the war. 


Uganda 
Police, Muslim Youth Clashes Occur by Mosque 


8 Killed 
AB2I203193691 Paris AFP in Enelish 191° GM 
2? Mar 91 


[Text] Kampala, March 22 (AFP)}—At least eight people 
were killed when fighting broke out between police and 
Muslim youths outside a mosque in the Ugandan capital 
Kampala on Friday, witnesses said. Police were 
deployed in the area last Wednesday to flash out Muslim 
youths from the headquarters of the Supreme Council of 
Uganda Muslims, who occupied it demanding change in 
the council's leadership. Some of the youths told 
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE that trouble started when 
police guarding the mosque prevented hundreds of Mus- 
lims from entering the mosque for Friday prayers. 


The youths wielding pangas (machetes). stones. bows 
and arrows tried to force their way past the police cordon 
prompting the police to burst tear gas canisters. This 
enraged the crowd and a riot ensued. Police then opened 
fire. killing four people which led to the hacking to death 
of four policemen. 


Calm returned only after a senior army officer arrived in 
the scene after an hour of fighting and appealed to the 
youths to end the violence, and the youths took charge of 
the mosque. The incident seemed to have spilled to the 
city centre as well. Witnesses said police opened fire near 
the Central Police stations wounding two people. one of 
them fatally. 


The youths. who appeared inclined towards Islamic 
fundamentalism, said they were unhappy with Muslim 
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Council leaders whom they called “corrupt” and “self- 
ish”. They planned to occupy the mosque until the 
council agrees to call new elections. 


Military Storms Mosque 


AB2303100091 Paris AFP in Enelish 0944 GMT 
23 Mar 91 


[Text] Kampala, March 23 (AFP}—Heavily armed mil- 
itary personnel iate Friday stormed a mosque where 
eight people had died following a clash between police 
2nd Moslem youths in the Ugandan capital Kampala. 
witnesses said. Hundreds of Moslem youths who had 
occupied the mosque for three days were arrested in the 
operation. Eight people, including four policemen, were 
killed when the youths clashed with police outside the 
mosque. 


The youths occupied the mosque last Wednesday 
demanding new elections in the Moslem leadership 
because the present leaders are “corrupt” and “selfish”. 
they said. The Supreme Court recently ruled that the 
current Moslem leadership elected in 1988 1s legal. 


Those arrested in the military intervention have been 
detained in the Luzira prison. The government has not 
commented on the Friday incident which 1s thought to 
have been the result of police bungling. 


Ministry Confirms Deaths 


F£A2303205091 Kampala Domestic Service 
in English 1000 GMT 23 Mar 91 


[Text] The Ministry of Internal Affairs has confirmed 
that there was loss of life during yesterday's clashes 
between police and dissident Muslim youth of the 
Tabligh sect who have been protesting against a High 
Court ruling declaring Shaykh Luwemba as the new 
mufti of the Uganda Muslim Supreme Council [U)MSC}. 


In a statement issued in Kampala this morning. the 
minister of internal affairs, Mr. Ibrahim Mukiuibi, says 
four police officers were killed and many others injured. 
The police, which had been instructed to cordon off the 
UMSC headquarters, was violently attacked by the mob 
of the Muslim youth who were armed with knives. 
daggers, iron bars, stones, and guns. At about 1230 p.m. 


yesterday, a large number of dissident Muslim youth of 


Tabligh sect stoned the headquarters of the Uganda 
Muslim Supreme Council at old Kampala. 


Before this incident, the government had gone to great 
lengths to dissuade the youth from the acts. On 20 March 
1991, the leader of the youth. Shaykh (Kamoga), had 
agreed to pull out of UMSC. which they had forcefully 
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entered the previous day. Again the following day. the 
youth leaders pledged to the government that they would 
pull out unconditionally, respecting the High Court 
ruling. None of these pledges were unfortunately hon- 
ored. 


The government continued to exercise maximum 
restraint until yesterday at about 1230 p.m. when 
another mob of youth arrived from Nakasero and 
William Street mosques. This was when the four police 
officers were slain while trying to stop them from 
entering the umsc headquarters. Apart from a few, all 
anti-riot policemen deployed at the scene were not 
armed with guns. They only had anti-riot gear, which 
included batons and tear gas canisters. 


As a result of the unwarranted murder of these unarmed 
policemen, new security measures were taken. Conse- 
quently, over 200 youth were arrested and will soon 
appear in court to face criminal charges. 


In the statement issued this morning, the minister of 
internal affairs reiterated government's vowed commit- 
ment to the rule of law and guaranteeing the freedom of 
worship for all Ugandans. But he said it would not 
tolerate acts of hooliganism and thuggery by any indi- 
viduals acting in the name of any religion. To this end. 
he added. the government would like to assure the 
general public of its determination to restore full security 
at the UMSC headquarters and the police will remain on 
full alert to ensure no recurrence of hooliganism ts 
witnessed there again. 


Finally, the government extended its condolences to the 
bereaved families of the officers who died on duty. 
Arrangements for their buria! are under way. 


431 Arrested 


112303205691 Kampala Domestic Service 
in Enelish 1700 GMT 23 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] Saidi Ssckatawa and 430 others, this after- 
noon, appeared before Kampala Grade One Magistrate. 
Mr. (Elly Kuryamunoba), charged with the murder of 
four police officers who attended the headquarters of the 
Uganda Muslim Supreme Council in Kampala _ yes- 
terday. It is alleged that Ssekatawa and 430 other men. 
yesterday at Old Kampala Mosque. murdered an assis- 
tant inspector of police. Mr. Jerry, Police Constable 
Muhumuza, Police Constable Ojyok Francis. and Police 
Constable Nyakojo Bashir. The 431 accused have been 
remanded in custody at Luzira Prison until Friday, the 
Sth of April 1991, when they will appear in (?Uganda’s 
old) court again for mention. In the meantime, the police 
is sull carrying Out inquiries. [passage omitted] 
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De Klerk Grants Prisoners, Exiles Indemnity 


Vula Detainees Receive Indemnity 


MB2203195791 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1845 GMT 22 Mar 91 


[Text] The state president, Mr. F.W. De Klerk has 
granted unconditional indemnity to Mr. Mac Maharaj 
and eight other people who were tried in the regional 
court in Durban on charges in connection with Opera- 
tion Vula. 


A further five people, who were charged tn the Rusten- 
burg regional court for their involvement in assisting Mr. 
Piet Rudolf, have also being granted unconditional 
indemnity. 


The State President has decided also to reduce the 
two-year sentences passed on Mr. J.J. Dempers for using 
a false identity in an attempt to obtain the release of a 
friend of Mr. Rudolf. Mr. Dempers will be released as 
soon as the administrative process has been completed. 


Mr. Rudolf was released from custody earlier this week. 


786 Exiles Granted Indemnity 


MB2303074691 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English O0S00 GMT 23 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] A further 786 people who 
left South Africa illegally and who have met the pre- 
scribed formalities have been granted indemnity. This 
brings the number of people who have been granted 
indemnity to 2.974. 


The names of 1,819 people who were members of the 
military wing of the ANC [African National Congress]. 
Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of the Nation], or who 
received military training before 8 October last year. 
have also been indemnified from prosecution, subject to 
certain conditions. 


They also subscribe to the principles of peaceful solution 
and change, and their names have appeared in the 
Government Gazette. 


[Minister of Justice] Mr. Kobie Coetsee emphasized in a 
Statement that 30 April was the deadline agreed upon 
with the ANC for the conclusion of the indemnity 
process, and not for the return of an unspecificed 
number of exiles. 


He said that the government had committed itself to the 
agreement that had arisen out of the Groote Schuur and 
Pretoria Minutes, and that with the granting of indem- 
nity and the release of prisoners he had fulfilled his part 
of the agrement. 


Mr. Coetsee added that the matter had gone smoothly 
where the agreed procedures and demands had been met. 
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Mandela Calls for Proportionally Based Assembly 


MB2303082491 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English OSOO GMT 23 Mar 91 


[Text] ANC [African National Congress] Deputy Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela says the organization will accept 
nothing less than one person, One vote in a nonracial, 
nonsexist, and democratic South Africa. 


Mandela addressed the graduation ceremony of the 
Medical University of South Africa [Medunsa] this 
morning. 


He says a constituent assembly elected on the basis of 
proportional representation is the most appropriate 
(forum) to write a new constitution. 


He says the ANC also wants an interim government 
because the current government as a negotiating partner 
cannot simultaneously act as a referee. 


He told the ceremony that the problems facing Medunsa 
mirrored the education problems facing the whole 
country. He said although inferior black education ts 
recognized, no means are being provided to remedy it. 


More on Speech 


\M1B2303214691 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 23 Mar 91 


[Text] Nothing less than one person-one vote in a 
nonracial, nonsexist, and democratic South Africa. That 
is still the bottomline for the ANC [African National 
Congress]. according to its deputy president, Nelson 
Mandela. He was addressing a graduation ceremony at 
the Medical University of South Africa [Medunsa] near 
Pretoria today. 


Mr. Mandela said he could see no reason why South 
Africans should settle for less than a one person-one vote 
system, since that was the basis of all democracies. 


[Begin Mandela video recording] The only way of 
arriving at a widely legitimate new constitution for South 
Africa is through a thoroughly democratic constitution- 
making process. That is why we believe that a constit- 
uent assembly elected on the basis of one person-one 
vote is the most appropriate forum for making the new 
constitution [end recording]. 


Mr. Mandela said the ANC wanted an interim govern- 
ment to oversee the transitional period, because the 
present government was a negotiating partner, and could 
not act as referee at the same time. 


{Begin Mandela video recording] This, we believe, is the 
path most likely to lead toward the speedy termination of 
the apartheid conflict. We cannot really build much of 
enduring significance until we have this. [end recording]. 
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Government Prepared for Multiparty Conference Talks 


MB2203195991 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1845 GMT 23 Mar 91 


[Text] The deputy minister of constitutional develop- 
ment and information services, Mr. Roelf Meyer, says 
that the government is prepared to begin negotiations on 
a multiparty conference. 


Speaking in Pretoria, al a conference on negotiation and 
peace, organized by the Bureau of Information, Mr. 
Meyer said that some of the parties that were taking part 
in the negotiation process were intimating that the 
multiparty conference would begin only once all exiles 
had returned to South Africa, and all political prisoners 
had been released. 


Further Reportage on Constituent Assembly 


ANC Calling Boycott 


MB2103154491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1436 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[By Johnny Masilela} 


[Text] Pretoria March 21 SAPA—The ANC [African 
National Congress] will call for a nationwide consumer 
boycott from April 8-13 to press for a constituent 
assembly, a senior official of the organisation’s PWV 
[Pretoria-Witwatersrand-Vereeniging] region announced 
in Pretoria on Thursday. However, confirmation of the 
proposed boycott dates could not be obtained from ANC 
headquarters, although it is understood an national 
consumer boycott was agreed upon at the ANC’s consul- 
tative conference in Johannesburg last year. 


Addressing a Sharpeville commemoration rally in 
Mamelodi, near Pretoria, Dr A.B. Nkomo, said the boycott 
was intended to force the government to implement a 
constituent assembly through non-violent pressure. 


Another ANC official, Dr James Stuart, also announced 
that within the next two days, the ANC’s Violence 
Monitoring Committee was expected to identify the 
“real” perpetrators of the political and tribal violence 
that has engulfed the country in the past few months. 


Dr Nkomo also announced that picket demonstrations 
were being planned for Solomon Mahlangu Day. April 6. 
He said the demonstrations were being planned to pro- 
test against the imprisonment of “our people”. particu- 
larly those on death row. “We are going to arrange 
marches and demonstrations on all jails to demand the 
reprieve of our people on death row.” he said. He 
explained these marches would include 
Bophuthatswana, which he claimed had “certain com- 
rades” on death row. 


Another speaker, Mr Phil Bokaba, of Cosatu [Congress 
of South African Trade Unions], was cheered when he 
explained how the union “forced” Bophuthatswana’s 
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President Lucas Mangope to talk with the labour feder- 
ation. He said Cosatu had approached the Standard 
Bank, which he claimed was the principal financial 
backer of the homeland, and told the bank to urge 
President Mangope to talk to Cosatu, “or face boycott 
action”. [Words indistinct] last Mangope has agreed to 
consider such talks with Cosatu.” he added. 


Al the meeting, senior ANC executive official Mr Elias 
Motsaledi also launched the organisation’s signature 
campaign for a constituent assembly. 


Signature Campaign Launched 


MB2203084791 Johannesburg SOWETAN 
in English 21 Mar 91 p 2 


[Report by Themba Molefe: “ANC Begins Drive To 
Back Its Demands”’] 


[Text] The ANC [African National Congress] will today 
launch its signature campaign for a constituent assembly 
and interim government during its nationwide rallies to 
commemorate the 1960 Sharpeville shootings. 


To be known as the ANC Signature Campaign. the 
project is “only one of the forms of action with the South 
African Communist Party and COSATU [Congress of 
South African Trade Union] and other organisations to 
support our demand”, the organisation said. 


The campaign has been endorsed by the ANC-SACP 
[South African Communist Party]-COSATU tripartite 
alliance. The alliance said in a statement leaders, activ- 
ists and volunteers would shoulder the campaign which 
would include “door-to-door” house visits from today 
until March 24. “It cannot be a player and referee at the 
same time. We demand an interim government to 
oversee this period of transition,” the statement said. 


ANC internal leader Mr Walter Sisulu said the campaign 
was not aimed al presenting a petition to the Govern- 
ment but to educate the “people”. 


He was the first to sign the signature form and was 
followed by SACP secretary general Mr Joe Slovo and 
Mr Jay Naidoo, COSATU’s general secretary. 


In its statement COSATU said the federation agreed that 
workers should be actively engaged in the collection of 
signatures. COSATU said it would choose a day between 
June 10 and 16 to “embark on worker-led marches in all 
cities and towns to demand a constituent assembly”. 


The ANC said it planned several events which would 
keep up the momentum of the campaign, which it hoped 
would climax around June 16. 
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Decision on UNHCR Repatriation Aid Viewed 


UK Envoy Pleased With Decision 


N1B2203 134091 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 22 Mar 91 


[Text] The British ambassador to South Africa. Sir 
Robin Renwick, has welcomed the South African Gov- 
ernment’s decision to invite the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees [UNHCR] to help with the return of exiles 
to South Africa. 


Sir Robin said in a statement ‘ssued in Cape Town that 
the decision would speed up the process. as the high 
commissioner had offices in African countries from 
which exiles would be returning. and was therefore best 
placed to make practical arrangements. 


Sir Robin said that Britain was ready to assist financially 
with the return of exiles to South Africa. 


He was reacting to the announcment by the South 
African minister of foreign affairs, Mr. Pik Botha, who 
said that the invitation to the high commissioner to 
help with the repatriation was subject to an agreement 
with the high commissioner to respect South Africa’s 
sovereignty. 


UN, FRG Welcome Decision 


M1B2203170491 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 1400 GMT 2? Mar 91 


[Text] The United Nations has welcomed the South 
African decision in principle to allow it to help with the 
repatriation of refugees and exiles. 


The UN High Commissioner for Refugees. (Sudaco 
Ogata). says her office will establish an adequate and 
effective presence in South Africa to aid the process. 
South African Foreign Minister Pik Botha announced 
last night that Pretoria would accept help from the 
UNHCR as long as national sovereignty was ensured. 


An estimated 20,000 South Africans are in exile. The 
cost of repatriating them has been estimated by UN 
officials at 40 million dollars. 


The German Government has also welcomed the South 
African decision. The German Embassy in Pretoria says 
the German Government, through its donations to various 
programs, has made available about 100 million rand. 


Pik Botha Discusses Decision 


\1B2303122891 Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR 
in English 23 Mar 91 p 2 


[Report by political staffer Kaizer Nyatsumba: “Exile 
Logjam May Be Broken” ] 


[Text] The trickle of ANC [African National Congress] 
exiles returning to South Africa could resume neat week 
following the Government's decision to allow the United 
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Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to 
take part in the repatriation process. 


The decision. announced by Foreign Affairs Minister Pik 
Botha this week. 1s likely to speed up the repatriation of 
exiles. save the Goverment thousands of rands and 
ensure that real constitutional negotiations get off the 
grounds as scheduled. 


In a statement. Mr Botha said the Government had 
decided to allow the UNHCR to help in the repatriation 
of the estimated 40,000 exiles because Pretoria did not 
have representatives in all the African countries where 
exiles lived. 


Mr Botha said the decision, subject to “a mutually 
acceptable agreement” between the Government and the 
UNHCR regarding the repatriation, was also taken as a 
result of representations “received from various quar- 
ters”. including the National Coordination Committee 
for the Repatriation of South African Exiles (NCCR) and 
the UNHCR itself. 


HESITANT 


“The agreement will be drawn up in such a way as to 
ensure that South Africa’s sovereignty is in no way 
prejudiced.” 


Mr Botha said since not all the returning exiles were 
ANC members, it could be expected that some of them 
would be “hesitant to return within the framework of the 
agreements reached with the ANC”. 


At the end of a week long visit to South Africa in 
February this year to talk to Government representatives 
and organisations involved in the repatriation of exiles. 
a UNHCR delegation said it was prepared to get 
involved in the process “in accordance with its practices 
and principles”. 


The Government's decision will now lead to the resump- 
tion of weekly flights bringing 110 ANC exiles from 
Lusaka back home. 


Initial favourable reaction to the decision has come from 
the ANC and British Ambassador to South Africa Sir 
Robin Renwick. 


4,000 Arrested in ‘Comprehensive’ Crime Sweep 
MIB 2403154291 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 24 Mar YI 


[Text] About 4.000 people have been arrested in a 
comprehensive crime prevention drive in the western 
and southern Cape, the Karoo and Namaqualand, this 
weekend. 

A police liaison officer. Major Boonzaaier, said about 
2.500 police in the Western Cape Police Region had 
taken part in the operation. 


Districts included were. Cape Town. George. Beaufort 
West and Springbok. 
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About 2,000 people were arrested on charges ranging 
from murder and rape to drunkenness. 


Further on Violence in Alexandra, Tembisa 


ANC Expresses Concern 


MB2303123891 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 1200 GMT 23 Mar 91 


[Text] The ANC [African National Congress] has 
expressed concern about the ongoing violence in Alex- 
andra. 


The local branch of the ANC says in a statement the 
Saturation presence of police and SADF [South African 
Defense Force] patrols in the township have not stopped 
armed bands of men roaming the streets. 


The statement calls on the government to take urgent 
steps to disarm these men and to make 11 illegal to carry 
so-called traditional weapons in public. 


The ANC has also called on the leadership of the Inkatha 
Freedom Party to prevail on its supporters to stop their 
attempt to take power in the township. 


ANC on ‘Intimidation’ 


MB2403071591 Johannesburg SABC 1V 1 Network 
in English 1800 GMT 23 Mar 91 


[Text] The bodies of four more victims of the violence in 
Alexandra township. near Johannesburg, were found last 
night. But, according to police liason officer Captain 
tugene Opperman, there were no reports of fighting. 


At a news conference today, the ANC [African National 
Congress] expressed concern about armed gangs who 
were still roaming the township. 


[Begin ANC spokeswoman Gill Marcus video recording] 
Instances have been reported where firearms have been 
pointed at activists in clear attempts al intimidation and 
assassination. The pattern developing over the last week 
indicates that activists from within the community, in 
particular members of the ANC, have become targets for 
elimination. 


We have to ask the question: How this can take place in 
a township that Pretoria has declared an unrest area and 
saturated with police and soldiers’ [end recording] 


ANC Accused of Posing as Inkatha 


M1B2303214291 Johannesburg SABC TV1 Network 
in English 1800 GMT 23 Mar 9/ 


[Text] Inkatha’s Mr. Musa Myeni reacted this evening to 
ANC [African National Congress] claims that people 
wearing red headbands had driven 700 shack dwellers 
from their homes, and were now occupying them. 


[Begin Myeni video recording] We also understand that 
some ANC people have decided to use red headbands to 
go around the township terrorising people and harrassing 
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people. posing as Inkatha people. Nobody in Alexandra 
so far has determined that those people who are said to 
be evicting people from their shacks are indeed card- 
carrying members of Inkatha. We are therefore 
appealing to the ANC to also disband their underground 
structures which are faceless. and this violence will stop. 
{end recording]. 


Police Find 10 Bodies 


41B 2403072291 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English OS00 GMT 24 Mar 91 


{ Text] The police say that another 10 bodies of victims of 
sporadic faction fighting have been found at Tembisa 
and Alexandra, on the Witwatersrand. This brings the 
death toll since Friday [22 March] to 17. 


A police spokesman said eight bodies with hack and stab 
wounds had been found at Alexandra. near Sandton. 
Earlier. four bodies had been found at the town. Two 
bodies found near a hostel at Tembisa on the East Rand 
also had hack and stab wounds. Earlier. the police found 
three bodies there. 


New Ambassador to United Nations Appointed 


MB2103064691 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English OS00 GMT 21 Mar ¥1 


[Text] A senior diplomat. Mr. Derek Auter. has been 
apointed South Africa’s new ambassador to the United 
Nations. He succeeds Mr. Jeremy Shearer. who will 
return to South Africa. 


Mr. Shearer was one of the chief negotiators in the 
process leading to Namibia's independence. 


23 Mar Press Review of Current Issues, Problems 
AIB2303112691 


[Editorial Report] 
SATURDAY STAR 


Government-UN Cooperation on Exiles “Excellent 
News’ —"The Government's concession in allowing the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to play 
a part in the repatriation of South African exiles ts 
excellent news for the country on two important 
accounts—one practical. one principled. Practically. it 
will speed up the process.” observes Johannesburg SAT- 
URDAY STAR in English in a page |2 editorial on 23 
March. “Equally importani. though. is the principle 
involved. The government has until now suggested that 
UN involvement would somehow challenge its sover- 
eigniy. Pik Botha’s announcement suggests that it 1s 
overcoming that paranoia. Further. it indicates a new 
and crucial meeting of minds between Government and 
the liberation movements on sorting out remaining 
obstacles. What we are secing is the ‘real’ negotiations 
process in embryo: If there can be substantive give- 
and-take now—rather than grandstanding and point- 
scoring—we are halfway there.” 
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THE CITIZEN 


ANC ‘Not Interested’ in “Democratic Solution’— 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 19 March in 
a page 6 editorial writes “The campaign by the African 
National Congress [ANC] and its affiliated organisations 
to destroy the Black local authorities has been going on 
for a long time. According to an official of the Depart- 
ment of Planning and Provincial Affairs. the object is to 
make the townships ungovernable and to gain maximum 
influence at the negotiating table by scizing power: 
alternatively. to by-pass the negotiating process and seize 
power by mass action of the kind which toppled govern- 
ments in Eastern Europe.” “No doubt there are valid 
criticisms of black local authorities and the manner in 
which they have gone about their work,” but “this does 
not justify violence or intimidation against councillors. 
who are legally in office. and should only be removed 
democratically or when the system changes.” “The 
trouble is that the ANC is not interested so much in a 
democratic solution for this country’s problems. as one 
that will put it in power.” 


Releasing Exiles Condition for Ending Sanctions—By 
freeing imprisoned right-wing leader Piet Rudolph. “the 
government has pleased the Right: by freeing the Yen- 
geni Six, it has pleased the Left. But whether justice has 
been served is another matter.” writes THE CITIZEN on 
20 March in a page 6 editorial. However, “the release of 
‘political’ prisoners 1s an ANC precondition for the 
negotiation of a new constitution. It is also one of the 
conditions South Africa has to fulfil before sanctions are 
lifted. It is as simple as that.” Additionally. “perhaps the 
one good thing ts that events have reduced the signifi- 
cance of the extreme Right: if Mr Rudolph is anything to 
go by. it 1s both inconsequential and inept.” 


ANC ‘Losing the Sanctions Batthe—THE CITIZEN on 
21 March in a page 6 editorial states: “The African 
National Congress 1s losing the sanctions battle” as the 
EC and European countries prepare to lift sanctions 
“once the government introduces legislation to repeal 
the last apartheid laws.” “Only the United States will 
remain a problem. President Bush, it 1s reported. would 
like to lift a couple of sanctions,” but “the Democrats in 
Congress are determined to move the goal posts so that 
sanctions can remain.” “But even if the U.S. drags its 
heels, this will not prevent sanctions falling away else- 
where.” “South Africa’s isolation 1s ending.” and “it ts 
time to ask the ANC to accept that sanctions are going 
and to drop its campaign to keep them in force. South 
Africa 1s coming in from the cold internationally, and the 
ANC would do itself, and the country. a lot of good by 
not standing in the way.” 


Respect for Law Must Be Restored—“We all live in 
dread of being robbed and killed in attacks on us in our 
homes, in our cars or in the streets.” observes THE 
CITIZEN on 22 March in a page 6 editorial. “Whatever 
iS spent on the police. the crux of the matter ts that 
respect for the law has to be re-established, tough sen- 
tences have to be imposed on robbers. those who arc 
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prepared to kill their victims must face the possibility of 
being hanged. and the gun laws must be tightened and 
guns must no longer be as readily available to gangsters 
and ordinary criminals.” 
CITY PRESS 

Malan. Vilok Must Be Replaced—Johannesburg CITY 
PRESS in English in a page 8 editorial on 17 March says 
“we doubt if Law and Order Minister Adriaan Viok and 
Defence Minister Magnus Malan believe in what De 
Klerk 1s doing.” “Since De Klerk came to power these 
two ministers have never shown a willingness to be in 
line with the new way of thinking. Their departments are 
known to have elements totally opposed to change.” 
Also, “although Vlok and Malan hold powerful positions 
within the government. they have a poor image among 
the majority of South Africans. The sooner they are 
replaced the better.” 


CP's Actions on Land Reform ‘Totally Irresponsible’—A 
second cditorial on the same page observes: “We cannot 
find words strong enough to denounce CP [Conservative 
Party] reaction to the government's land reform efforts. 
which they said was selling out whites. For the Conser- 
vatives to be fanning the flames of violence at this 
critical time of our history 1s totally irresponsible.” 
“Violence is a real and frightening monster in our black 
communities right now.” and “that is why Dr Treurnicht 
and his party members must be stopped in their incite- 
ment of further violence. We must nip this culture of 
white violence in the bud.” 


CAPE TIMES 


ANC, Inkatha Accord on Development ‘Major Coup — 
Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 18 March ina 
page 6 editorial writes “The agreement between Mr 
Nelson Mandela and Chief Gatsha Buthelezi to coop- 
crate with the Independent Development Trust [IDT] in 
upliftment projects in violence-torn areas and elsewhere 
iS a Major coup, smoothing the way for the multimillion 
rand developments for the poor in housing. health and 
education. The IDT has been wise to secure the backing 
of the top leadership of the ANC and the Inkatha 
Freedom Party.” As for the IDT itself, it “believes that 
its philosophy of sponsoring private property ownership 
in a free market will boost the construction industry and 
have a massive spin-off effect in creating other jobs and 
opportunities. The IDT’s faith in free enterprise rather 
than socialist solutions is about to be put to the test.” 


Rhetoric, Carrying of Weapons Cause Violence—"In 
spite of peace pacts, factional violence has again flared © 
up at Alexandra township. Johannesburg. where 50 
people have died in the space of ten days. Why does this 
happen?” asks CAPE TIMES on 20 March in a page 8 
editorial. “Two kinds of anti-social political behavior are 
at least partly to blame—the continuing rhetoric of 
violence, on one hand. and the provocative bearing of 
arms by organizations such as the AWB [Afrikaner 
Resistance Movement] and Inkatha.” “Without exoner- 
ating indisciplined elements in the ANC or other groups 
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from their share of blame for the violence. we conclude 
that the Inkatha leadership cannot or will not dissuade 
its followers from carrying weapons to political meet- 
ings.” Also. “Chief Buthelezi is right of course in 
insisting that it 1s the duty of the State to keep the public 
peace. Yet is it not equally his duty. and that of all 
democratic leaders, to ensure that their followers exer- 
cise their rights of political assembly in peace and 
tolerate the views of others?” 


State Budget “Bold Commitment’ to Socioeconomic 
Upliftment—CAPE TIMES on 21 March in a page 8 
editorial describes South Africa’s 1991 state budget as 
“indeed a bold commitment to the socio-economic 
uplifiment of the majority worthy of popular support. 
but with the perhaps unavoidable caveat that the endur- 
ance of the heavily burdened middle class is being 
severely tested.” Aside from an “implicit” 27-percent 
pay raise for members of Parliament, “Finance Minister 
Barend du Plessis has most of his other priorities right in 
placing the emphasis on justice based on equity through 
growth and stability. The aim is to build on the World 
Bank's prescription for alleviating poverty: create 
human income-carning skills and activate them via 
employment-inducing economic growth. All the good 
intentions, and government's credibility. can be sus- 
tained only if the effective redistribution of wealth 
implied in the Budget is handled with the greatest 
efficiency and considerable tact.” 


25 Mar Press Review of Current Issues, Problems 
MIB250311319] 


{Editorial Report] 


SUNDAY TIMES 


Budget ‘Fearful of Rightwing’—Johannesburg 
SUNDAY TIMES in English on 24 March in a page 26 
editorial says Finance Minister Barend du Plessis pre- 
sented his budget “as though he was still fearful of the 
rightwing, and did not want to be suspected of doing too 
much good.” SUNDAY TIMES believes Du Plessis had 
“plenty of ammunition to put together a visionary pros- 


pect for the future.” and it was “more a problem of 


packaging.” “An opportunity has been lost to transform 
economic perceptions as President De Klerk trans- 
formed political perceptions.” 


THE STAR 


Lift on Ban on Outdoor Political Meetings Welcome— 
“Another breath of fresh air on the political scene is the 
lifting of the ban on outdoor political meetings.” notes a 
page 16 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
on 25 March. “Now, permission will not have to be 
sought for such meetings, although there is still provision 
for a magistrate to impose a ban on his own initiative in 
certain circumstances. Critics might point a cynical 
finger at this ‘escape hatch’, but at times intervention 
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may still be necessary. as demonstrated by the tragic 
events on the day of a recent Inkatha rally in Alexandra” 
BUSINESS DAY 
Short-Term “Economic Pain-—Johannesburg BU SI- 
NESS DAY in English on 25 March believes in the 
short-term South Africa will “still face considerable 
economic pain.” and says in a page 10 editorial “there is 
going to be no Iet-up in the squeeze on domestic spend- 
ing.” “Du Plessis is politically clever to impose the 
additional pain now as it might be politically unaccept- 
able when government and other parties get down to 
horse trading Over a new constitution. But that will not 
sweeten the pill.” 


SOWETAN 


Call for Restitution for Blacks—Aggrey Klaaste refers in 
his “On the Line” column on page 16 of Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 25 March to Finance Minister 
Du Plessis’ “specious argument” that “there would 
never be proper redistribution without economic 
growth.” Du Plessis says “whose who ask for sanctions 
should take the blame for the unacceptable disparity 
between white and black pensions.” But Klaaste agrees 
with the sanctioners who claim that “if there was justice 
in the country there would be no sanctions.” “What the 
Government should be saying ts there has to be restitu- 
tion. a balance of the abnormal situation in which the 
majority of the people were not considered people ~ 
VRYE WEEKBLAD 

Government ‘Erred’ on Land Reforms—"'It is obvious 
that the government has erred when it declared in the 
white paper on land reform that it 1s not possible to 
return land to communities who were forced off their 
land as a result of former policies or for historical 
reasons,” notes a page 26 editorial in the Johannesburg 
VRYE WEEKBLAD in Afrikaans on 22 March. “Never 
before has the government had such a golden opportu- 
nity to show its sincerity in the process of reform. as well 
as in the creation of a just. new South Africa. It dis- 
missed the opportunity too hastily. There are indications 
that the government is surprised at the strong negative 
reaction to the white paper on land reform. This hap- 
pened because the government has once again made an 
important announcement on policy change without any 
consultation with black communities or their leaders. 
What other choice do communities have if they believe 
that they have a right to the land they have occupied 
previously, but to take the law into its own hands and to 
squat on the land? Is that not precisely what the Atr- 
kaners would have done if a non Afrikaner government 
or a colonial power had to occupy land belonging to 
them?” “Recently, President De Klerk made an untor- 
tunate statement, when he said: Some people are still 
concerned with injustices committed in the past. Some 
people insist on apologies for everything that happened 
in the past. Others want their enemies to be taken to 
court for real or alleged injustices that they have com- 
mitted. We believe that he will regret uttering these 
words.” 


16 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Angola 


UNITA Shoots Down Plane, 2 Americans Dead 


41B2303201891 Windhoek Domestic Service 
in English 1900 GMT 23 Mar 91 


[Text] Two Americans, one Canadian, and six Filipinos 
have been killed when UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola] rebels shot down a trans- 
port plane in northern Angola. 


A government armed forces spokesman says the [word 
indistinct] T-130 plane disappeared last Sunday during a 
flight from Luanda to the diamond-rich North Province. 
The aircraft belonged to Trans Africa, a company that 
transports merchandise for the Angolan Government. 
The spokesman said most of the aircraft's remains hit a 
spot 30 km from the town, Malange. 


An Angolan Army spokesman said remains of an American 
[words indistinct] missile were found in the same area. 


Foreign Minister Attends Cape Verde Ceremony 


M1B2103200691 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] Foreign Affairs Minister Pedro de Castro van 
Dunem Loy ts in Praia, Cape Verde. to attend the 
swearing-in of new Cape Verdian President Antonio 
Mascarenhas on behalf of President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos. [passage omitted] 


A number of heads of state were invited to the ceremony 
but only Presidents Mario Soares of Portugal. Joaquim 


Chissano of Mozambique. and Joao Bernardo Vicira of 


Guinea Bissau are attending, while others have decided 
to send representatives. 


Mozambique 


Government, Renamo Rome Talks To Resume 8 Apr 


MB2203181091 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 22 Mar 91 


[Text] The Mozambican Government and Renamo 
[Mozambique National Resistance] are expected to hold 
another round of peace talks in Rome, Italy, beginning 8 
April. Radio Mozambique learned this this afternoon 
from Manfredo di Camerana, Italian ambassador in 
Maputo and president of the Joint Commission estab- 
lished to monitor the partial Rome agreement, shortly 
after his return to Maputo from Italy. 


Manfredo di Camerana said that the next round of talks 
will discuss political issues agreed upon in the agenda. 
Manfredo di Camerana also said that Renamo’s repre- 
sentation in the commission will soon be reinforced with 
a political representative and three or four military 
experts. Renamo’s representation in the commission will 
thus rise to seven or eight. 
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The president of the Joint Verification Commission also 
pointed out that his commission will receive technical 
means, such as helicopters. to make it work more effec- 
tively. The source stressed that this was discussed with 
the mediators of the peace process in Mozambique. 
including the United States and Italy. 


On his contacts with the Renamo leader. Manfredo di 
Camerana said that Afonso Dhlakama once again prom- 
ised to observe the partial Rome agreement. He said that 
Dhlakama insisted that Zimbanwean troops were present 
outside Beira and Limpopo corridors. The ambassador 
said that the commission willl work on this issue. 


Foreign Minister Calls for Regional Interdependence 


M1B 2303120291 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 23 Mar 91 


[Text] Foreign Minister Pascoal Manuel Mocumbi has 
expressed optimism about economic and political devel- 
opments in Southern Africa. 


Speaking outside the preparatory proceedings for the 
holding of a conference on security and cooperation in 
Cologne, in the FRG, Mozambican Foreign Minister Pas- 
coal Mocumbi said that SADCC [Southern African Devel- 
opment Coordination Conference] should reassess its 
strategy. 


The Mozambican official said that the main issue at the 
moment is not to outline an economic policy to fight 
dependence on South Africa but rather to encourage a 
policy of economic interdependence in the region. 


Minister Pascoal Mocumbi noted that Namibia serves as 
an example of whites having nothing to fear from the 
dismantling of the apartheid system. 


Returns From FRG 23 Mar 


N1B2303154491 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1400 GMT 23 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] Foreign Minister Pascoal Mocumbi returned to 
the country today from Cologne, the FRG, where he 
attended a preparatory meeting for the holding of a con- 
ference on security and cooperation. [passage omitted] 


President Chissano Returns From Cape Verde 


M1B2303154291 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1400 GMT 23 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] President of the Republic Joaquim Chissano 
returned to the country this afternoon from Praia, Cape 
Verde, where he attended the swearing-in of Cape Verdian 
President-elect Antonio Mascarenhas. [passage omitted] 
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80,000 in Renamo Areas Face Food Shortages 


MB2303213891 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 23 Mar ¥1 


[Text] The International Committee of the Red Cross 
[ICRC] has revealed that more than 80,000 people found 
in war zones controlled by Mozambique’s Renamo 
{Mozambique National Resistance] rebel movement are in 
danger of dying because of food shortages. The ICRC 
pointed out that it distributed emergency food aid to about 
20,000 Mozambicans in areas controlled by Renamo (this 
month). The supply of food and medicines to the victims 
of hunger is carried out by 50 ICRC personnel from the 
Beira port. In other parts of the country, the ICRC 
continues to support the Mozambique Red Cross [word 
indistinct] assists areas mainly affected by war. 


Drought, War Cause Food Shortages in Ihhambane 


MB2203194891 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 22 Mar 91 


[Text] More than 53,000 people are experiencing serious 
food shortages in Massinga District, Inhambane Province. 
because of war and drought. According to Radio Mozam- 
bique in Inhambane only 9,500 citizens currently benefit 
from assistance in the district within the framework of the 
emergency program. The remaining people are experi- 
encing extreme poverty, without means of subsistence. The 
source added that to assist the 53,000 needy people. the 
district has only received 760 tonnes of assorted products 
and over 88,000 liters of cooking oil. The local authorities 
connected with emergency described this assistance as 
insignificant taking into the district's needs. 


Namibia 


Spanish Trawlers Abduct Fisheries Officials 


MB2303115591 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 23 Mar 91 


[Text] A number of Namibian Fisheries Department 


officials have apparently been abducted by the crews of 


three Spanish fishing boats that were allegedly fishing 
illegally in Namibian territorial waters. 


A report from Windhoek said that the officials had been 
taken to the vessels by helicopter and that they had 
instructed the captains of the three boats to proceed to 
Luderitz. in southern Namibia. 


The captains had apparently refused to heed the order 
and had steamed out to sea instead. 


Namibia, which does not have a navy. hired helicopters 
to intercept five Spanish trawlers spotted in its territorial 
waters in November last year. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 17 


More Trawlers Caught Fishing 


MIB2103195791 Windhoek Domestic Service 
in Enelish 1900 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] Namibian Fisheries authorities have captured 
three more (?unlicensed) Spanish trawlers catching fish 
inside Namibia's territorial waters. 


The permanent secretary of Fisheries and Marine 
Resources Calle Schlettwein said that ships were spotted 
near Luderitz and were boarded by Fisheries inspectors. 


He said the captains were instructed to sail to Luderitz 
harbor but they were not cooperating with the inspectors 
and were trying to move out of their exclusive fishing 
grounds. 


Reunion 


Further Reportage on Continuing Demonstrations 


Attack Radio Director's Home 


1B2403092891 Paris AFP in English 0325 GMT 
24 Mar Yi 


[Text] Saint-Denis. Reunion, March 24 (AFP)— 
Demonstrators in this French island off East Africa on 
Saturday night set fire to the residence of the director of 
the government radio station and fired shots at firemen 
irying to put out the fire. witnesses and officials said. 


Reunion, an overseas department of France in the 
Indian Ocean has been rocked by riots since February 
» when police silenced a pirate television station, 
icle-Free-DOM, that had been broadcasting since 1986. 
Radio-Free-DOM. a sister radio station. had also been 
closed by the government. It was the only competitor to 
Radio France Outremer’s Reunion station. 


The residence of RFO’s director, Jean-Philippe Roussy. 
was empty when the 30-odd protesters entered it and set it 
on fire. police said. When police and firemen arrived, the 
protesters retreated and fired shotguns at them, slightly 
injuring four policemen. They also threw stones at them. 


On Friday. demonstrators had battled riot police around 
the residence. and for the first time since the troubles 
started, shots were fired at the police. Riots have erupted 
every night since Sunday. 


Businesses, siding with demonstrators in criticizing 
French neglect of the 600.000 racially mixed people of 
the island. on Thursday staged a general strike. warning 
the government that if no measures were taken, they 
would stop paying taxes. 


Danielle Mitterrand. the wife of the French president. 
said in a press conference Saturday that she was sur- 
prised at the poverty on the island. where per-capita 
income 1s a third of what it 1s in mainland France, social 
benefits are smaller and unemployment stands at 37 
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percent. In contrast, business executives and govern- 
ment employees sent from France make considerably 
more than they would earn at home. 


“| didn’t expect to find such misery in a French depart- 
ment.” Mrs. Mitterrand said. Her three-day trip had 
been scheduled before the rioting started a month ago. 


She said she would transmit to the government the many 
appeals for jobs and for the reopening of Radio- 
Free-DOM she said she received during her visit. 


Calm Returns to Saint-Denis 


AB2403 173691 Paris AFP in French 1850 GMT 
24 Mar 9/1 


[Text] Saint-Denis, Reunion (France—Indian Ocean). 
24 Mar (AFP}—Calm returned today to Saint-Denis 
after the night was marked by a criminal burning of the 
residence of the director of Radio France Outremer's 
Reunion station. During this incident outside Saint- 
Denis involving only 30 demonstrators, four policemen 
were slightly wounded by shotguns and stones. 


In another development, apart from a roadblock mobile 
guards quickly removed and rubbish cans set on fire. 
Saint-Denis almost recovered last night from its six con- 
secutive nights of incidents. The Chaudron ward—where 
everything started a month ago when |! people perished in 
a fire after transmitters of the pirate television, Tele Free 
Dom, were seized—remained calm for the second consec- 
utive night. The ruins of the shops that were burned and 
looted at the end of February are being bulldozed. 


Questioned by journalists, some young people who took 
part in the demonstrations maintained their main 
demand: reopening Tele Free Dom. About 50 people 
were sentenced to prison terms between 15 days and nine 
months since the beginning of the incidents. 


Town Hall Set on Fire; 1 Injured 


AB2403220491 Paris AFP in French 2120 GMT 
24 Mar 9/1 


[Text] Saint-Denis, Reunion 24 Mar (AFP)}—An annex 
of the town hall was set on fire this evening at Brile, a 
village 12 km from Saint-Denis, by 40 young people. it 
was learned at the scene. Those who set the fire, some of 
whom were armed, broke equipment and overturned 
documents before setting fire to the building, according 
to witnesses. The fire was quickly brought under control. 
A man was slightly injured by gunshots from an uniden- 
tified gunman near where the fire broke out and was 
admitted to the hospital. according to the police, but no 
incident was reported in Saint-Denis. 
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Swaziland 
Further on 60-Day Detention Order Detainees 


2 Enter 21st Day of Hunger Strike 


MB2203072991 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 22 Mar 91 pl 


[Unattributed report: “Detainees Food Strike Now 21 
Days” } 


[Text] Two of the four 60 days detainees presently on 
hunger strike at the Mbabane Government Hospital 
were yesterday reported to be ina very critical condition. 


Family sources said Dominic Mngomezulu and Boy 
Magagula are now so weak they are unable to stand. 


Yesterday they entered the 21st day of hunger strike. 


A third detainees. Ray Russon,. was also reported to be 
suffering from ulcers. which according to his family. are 
worsening by the day. 


Russon entered his | 7th day on hunger strike. 


Nasser Khayyam declined to comment about the condi- 
tion of the detainees because he ts currently on three 
days’ leave. 


Sources from the security ward at the hospital confirmed 
that the two were in serious condition and that the next 
was Ray Russon. 


A fifth detainee. Mphandlana Shongwe who until 
recently did not join the food boycott. has now also been 
admitted at the hospital. He was admitted yesterday. 
suffering from the effects of the hunger strike. 


The Deputy Prisons Commissioner. Mr Dan Mkhonta 
who recently visited the detainees in hospital said yes- 
terday that the two. Mngomezulu and Magagula are ina 
bad state though not critical. 


Magagula’s condition 1s understood worsened because 
he entered this hunger strike afier two weeks from his 
last one. 


King Releases Prince, 5 Others 


MB2303 108491 Mbabane THE SWAZT NEWS 
in English 23 Mar 91 pp 1, 24 


[Report by Donny Nxumalo: “Mfanasibili Is Out!” ] 


[Text] Former Ligogo strongman Prince Mfanasibili was 
yesterday released from prison, following a pardon by 
His Majesty the King. 


Prince Mfanasibili is free for the first time after about 
five years behind bars. 


The prince was released along with five others who were 
detained under the 60-day emergency law. 
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The emotional ceremony was held yesterday afternoon 
at the Nkhanini offices of the Swazi National Council. 


Prince Mfanasibili was immediately whisked away by 
relatives. to prepare for the funeral of his wife. 
Inkhosikati [royal wife] La-Mavimbela who was 
expected to be laid to rest at the break of dawn this 
morning at Mbelebeleni area. 


The five others are alleged Pudemo [People’s United 
Democratic Movement] members. Ray Russon. 
Dominic Mngomezulu. Mphandlana Shongwe. Sabelo 
Diamini and Boy Magagula. 


However. only Prince Mianasibili and Mphandlana 
Shongwe left for home after being pardoned. 


The other four were taken back to Mbabane government 
hospital to recuperate from the effects of a hunger strike. 


Their condition was last night described as stable. It is 
anticipated they will be discharged from hospital any 
day. On their return from Nkhanini, they were taken to 
ordinary wards, instead of the security ward where they 
had received treatment all along. 


A tense and self-contained Prince Mfanasibili was taken 
into a relative’s car and driven away as newsmen 
attempted to speak to him. He was jailed in 1986. for 
attempting to defeat the ends of justice by trying to 
concoct evidence to implicate several men held under 
detention, with treason. For this, he was jailed with 
former Commissioner of Police Mr Majaji Simelane. 


When his term ended last year. Prince Mfanasibili was 
again brought to court where he was charged for high 
treason, in which he was alleged to have plotted to 
overthrow the state and crown himself king. At the end 
of the marathon court case. he was acquitted. However. 
he was immediately placed under 60 days [detention] 


Four of the other five. were part of a group charged with 
high treason last year, in which they were alleged to have 
plotted the overthrow of the state and replace it with a 
Pudemo government. 


However, they were acquitted of high treason but con- 
victed of holding an illegal political meeting. All the others, 
except Russon and Mngomezulu were set free because they 
had already spent six months in jail. Russon and Mngo- 
mezulu who were sentenced on two counts of holding 
political meetings, were later released on bail. All five were 
however rearrested after students disturbances at the Uni- 
versity of Swaziland at the William Pitcher College. 


Although the release of the detainees was said to be 
unconditional, Mphandlana and Sabelo have been banned 
frorn entering the institutions where they were studying. 


Mphandlana was a student teacher at the William 
Pitcher College in Manzini and Sabelo was a law student 
at the University of Swaziland in Kwaluseni. 
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At Nkhanini, the six were taken inside a room where a 
Royal delegation, led by the governor of Lobamba Royal 
Residence, Counsellor Mphica Mtsetfwa addressed them. 


Counsellor Misetfwa told them the King had decided to 
pardon them so that they too can participate in the 
development of the country, like all other citizens. 


He said though they are free to express their political 
views, they should do so only at their respective 
Tinkhundla [council meeting] centres. 


He said they should now abide by the laws of the land 
and work hard for the development of this country. 
adding that they are also free now to attend all cultural 
and traditional activities, as befitting all free citizens. 


Prime Minister's Efforts Praised 


MB2403124791 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND SUNDAY in English 24 Mar ¥1 pp 1, 2 


[Report by Donny Nxumalo: “Ex-Detainees Pay Tribute 
to P.M. for Their Release} 


[Text] The freed five detainces who were alleged to be 
Pudemo [People’s United Democratic Movement] mem- 
bers. have paid tribute to Prime Minister, Mr Obed 
Diamini for his efforts in having them released. 


They were released on Friday [22 March] afternoon. 
along with another former 60-day detainee. Prince Mfa- 
nasibili, after being pardoned by the King. 


The ex-detainees said yesterday they appreciate the effort 
made by the Prime Minister but are now worried about the 
eduational prospects of two of them. Mphandlana 
Shongwe and Sabelo Dalmini who have been banned from 
entering the institutions of learning they were attending. 


Mphandlana was a student teacher at the William 
Pitcher College in Manzini while Sabelo was a law 
student at the University of Swaziland. 


The two were warned that if they set foot at the premises 
of these institutions, they will be locked up again. 


In a show of solidarity, the other alleged Pudemo men have 
said they will also join in, in making representation for 
their colleagues to be allowed to further their education. 


For Mphandlana. it has been a stormy session being 
educated at William Pitcher as he had a number of 
running battles with the administration and the police. 


On Friday. he said he was worried about the ban. 
because when he was detained, he was picked up from 
the college and still has his belongings there. 


“Besides, this ban means | must now roam the streets 
with no future whatsoever.” he moaned. 
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Yesterday the four others were chatting away al 
Mbabane government hospital where they are recovering 
from effects of a hunger strike they had engaged in. to 
press for their release. 


They said they have been informed that they will be 
discharged from hospital possibly on Monday. On their 
beds lay the number of detention papers they have been 
receiving each time the government renewed the order. 


The others are Ray Russon. Dominic Mngomezulu and 
Boy Magagula. 


Yesterday their spokesman, Dominic Mngomezulu paid 
tribute to every person who had wished them well while 
they were in custody. 


He said: We wish to thank the patience of the peace 
loving people of this country. 


“We would like to thank the Prime Minisitcr amongst 
others, for all the effort he put. We know he did all in his 
power to ensure our release. 
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“We however note one disturbing aspect in the whole 
package of our release, and this is the punishiment meted 
out to two of our colleagues.” 


He said to their understanding. the banning of the two 
seems 10 suggest that they were somehow to blame for 
the events surrounding November 14 last year, now 
nicknamed “Black Wednesday™. in which police beat up 
students who had boycotted classes. 


Mr Mngomezulu said he thought Mphandlana and 
Sabelo would have made a valuable contribution to the 
commission of Inquiry which has been appointed to look 
at what went during that day. 


He described the ban of the two as inconsistent and 
incompatible with the circumstances leading to their 
release. 


He said it was bad timing to ban the two when the 
commission has still not finished its deliberations. 


“We hope however. that it ts not too late for the 
authorities to remedy the situation,” he said. 
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Mali 


President Addzesses Nation on Unrest 22 Mar 


AB2203 195491 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 1822 GMT 22 Mar ¥1 


[Address to the nation by Malian President Moussa 
Traore in Bamako on 22 March following distur- 
bances—live] 


[Text] Fellow Malians. for some months. Bamako and 
certain Malian cities have witnessed demonstrations 
including violence never before witnessed here. The 
latest demonstrations show a dangerous aggravation of 
this phenomenon affecting the children. People were 
killed and many were wounded among the demonstra- 
tors and forces of law and order. On behalf of the party. 
the government, and myself. | express our very sincere 
condolences to the members of the bereaved families. | 
express my heartfelt sympathy to those whose property 
and working tools were destroyed during the (?distur- 
bances). The nation calls on all of us to think about the 
painful events we are witnessing. 


Fellow Malians. violence has never brought a lasting 
solution to any problem. It quickly destroys what took 
many years to build. No grievances mentioned during 
the demonstrations—be it establishing a multiparty 
system, students’ concerns, or workers’ wages—can jus- 
tify the violence thal we are witnessing. As a matter of 
fact, the party and government are considering all these 
demands, inculding the demand for a multiparty system 
which will be examined in a few days by the Democratic 
Union of Malian People’s fourth ordinary congress. The 
current situation demands that security be stepped up to 
maintain law and order in and the security of this 
couniry. 


Concerning the children. parents should take their 
responsiblity, their entire responsibility. to avoid their 
indulging in violence in the streets. 


I remain convinced that it is only through calm dialogue 
and consultation that lasting solutions can be found to 
these various problems. | reaffirm my total readiness and 
the party and government's readiness for dialogue and 
consultation concerning the nation’s greater interest and 
working for the Malian people's well- being. 


lam making an urgent appeal to all: Those in education, 
parents, political and administrative officials. religious 
leaders, diverse associations, and pupils and students. to 
work together toward restoring the calmness to which 
our hardworking people aspire. 


State of Fmergency Decreed, Curfew Imposed 
AB2203215891 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 2030 GMT 22 Mar 91 


[Text] In light of the serious situation in the country. the 
Council of Ministers held an extraordinary session today 
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in its meeting hall of Koulouba Palace under the chair- 
manship of General Moussa Traore. president of the 
Republic and head of government. 


After examining the domestic situation. the council 
decided to institute a state of emergency in the following 
localities: the entire Bamako District: Kayes Region 
including Kayes. Kita. and Toukoto cities: Koulikouro 
Region including Koulikouro. Kati. and Bela cities: 
Sikassao Region including Sikasso and Bougouni cities: 
Segou Region including Segou and Niono cities. Mopti 
Region including Mopti city: Gao Region including Gao 
city. 


Meanwhile. the minister of interior and grassroots devel- 
opment states in a Communique that as a result of the 
state of emergency decreed by today’s extraordinary 
session of the Council of Ministers. a curfew 1s imposed 
from tonight at 2100 to 0500 tomorrow morning in the 
previously mentioned locadities. Regional and district 
governors, the chief of staff of the gendarmerie. and the 
inspector general of police are charged with implemen- 
tating the present measure. 


President Addresses Nation on Violence 24 Mar 


182403225891 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 2121 GMT 24 Mar ¥i 


{Address to the nation by Malian President Moussa 
Traore in Bamako—ive] 


[Text] Fellow Malians: Once again history wants me to 
address you in this grave hour that our country 1s 
experiencing. In accordance with the pledge | made two 
days ago to always remain open to dialogue and consul- 
tations, yesterday | met with the heads of religious 
communities in Mahi and today with leaders of the 
coordinating committees of various associations 
involved in the present disturbances. The purpose of 
these mectings was to find appropriate solutions to 
immediately stop the bloodshed currently bereaving the 
entire nation. As you know, these disturbances were first 
caused by workers and students’ grievances and then by 
a demand for a multiparty system. 


Concerning workers. the social consultations initiated 
have helped find solutions to six of their nine grievances. 
The discussions are continuing to find solutions to the 
three remaining points. Concerning high school and 
university students, we succeeded in finding solutions to 
all their grievances. Concerning the third and last point. 
namely cstablishing a multiparty system. you may 
remember that a year ago | initiated a debate on democ- 
racy within the party. and this debate was extended to 
multiparty politics at the extraordinary session of the 
National Council of the Democratic Union of Mahan 
People. UDPM. held in August 1990. 


I can state that in view of reports by various UDPM 
sections, the [upcoming] congress will be one of political 
innovation. Of course. implementing the measures 
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resulting from this important decision will call for con- 
tributions from all the political, social. and religious 
inclinations for its success. 


Fellow Malians. once again, | would like to say solemnly 
that until the end of my term of office. which ends in 
June 1991. 1 wall try, as keeper of the Constitution, to 
ensure the free exercise of democratic freedoms: freedom 
of association, expression, Opinion. enterprise. and the 
protection of people and goods. 


In order to have a serene political climate. 11 1s important 
that all citizens, all political parties, and all trade unions. 
immediately observe the most clementary democratic 
rules including respect for the Constitution, our laws. 
and all staic mstitutions, tolerance, and accepting 
someone not sharing your ideas. In order to achieve this 
objective, | appeal to all Malians to restore calm and 
tranquillity and to respect lives during this sacred month 
of Ramadan. which God said in the holy Koran ts worth 
more than 1.000 months put together. 


| particularly appeal to the Malian youth. school chil- 
dren, and students whose concerns | understand. | am 
ready to work with them to find ways to resolve their 
problems. | also appeal to all the people of Bamako to 
stop all those who burn our production units and, even 
worse, burn our personal belongings and set public 
buildings on fire. We all regret that we cannot return 
these things to the state. 


I also appeal to cach and every one to stop forcing the 
security forces to use arms. Lastly. | appeal to all 
member associations of the coordination committee to 
contribute concretely to restoring peace and security in 
Bamako and reinforcing democracy in Mali. 


Fellow Mahans, | know I can count on you. | reiterate 
my sincere commitment to work with all patriots to find 
the best solutions to the difficulties facing us. [national 
anthem] 


Promises Election, Multiparty System 


1 D2803022791 Paris Domestic Service 
im French 2300 GMT 24 Mar 9¥l 


[Report on “exclusive” interview with Malian President 
Moussa Traore by Isabelle (Dore) “tonight: place not 
given—recorded] 


[Excerpts] [Announcer] Malian President Moussa 
Traore, who contests the number of casualties in Mali 
and points out that violence has caused 27 deaths among 
vandals, said tonight that there 1s no question of his 
resignation. The remarks by Moussa Traore were 
recorded in an exclusive interview with Isabelle (Dore). 
[passage omitted] 


|(Dore)] Does the army continue to be loyal to you” 
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[Traore] The army has never been disloyal toward those 
in power. The army has not been asked to assume any 
mission other than to maintain order and security, to 
maintain peace. that ts all. 


{(Dore)] For that peace there ts talk of the possibility of 
a multiparty system. or al any rate thal is what the 
opposition 1s demanding. Would you be ready to accept 
anything apart from a single party in your country? 


[Traore] It 1s not up to me to refuse or accept a 
multiparty system in our country. this 1s what | have 
sand. It is not up to me to refuse or accept a multiparty 
sysiem. That 1s not my problem. my problem is to leave 
our people a free choice. That 1s all. 


|(Dore)] Are there going to be elections” 


[Traore] Absolutely. absolutely. absolutely. No date has 
been set. but the date wall be set in joint agreement with 
everyone. 


Government, Opposition Agree on Emergency Measures 
AB2403223491 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 2115 GMT 24 Mar 91 


[Text] Today at 1130 GMT. the president of the 
Republic met the Executive Bureau of the Coordination 
Committee of Associations and Organizations. Fol- 
lowing that mecting. the authorities sect up an ad hoc 
commission comprising members of the government's 
Central Executive Bureau. The commitice met with the 
Coordination Committee of Associations and Organiza- 
tions at the Hall of Trade Unions at 1800 GMT. At the 
end of a fruitful, frank, and direct debate, they agreed 
that a new atmosphere must be born in our capital and 
throughout the nation to install a climate of peace and 
ensure the security of the population and property. 


In the supreme interest of the nation. the two parties 
decided, without prejudice to basic considerations, on 
the following emergency measures: 


—lifting of the state of emergency and the curfew: 

—immediatcly stopping all violence against people and 
public and private buildings: 

—respecting individual and collective liberties: 

—immediatcly releasing. throughout the country, all 
detainess who have been locked up in the course of 
events of 21 and 22 January and 22. 23, and 24 March 
1991. both at the Central Prison and other security 
premises. 


Issued in Bamako on 24 March 1991 by the ad hoc 
commission. 


Signed for the Central Executive Bureau of the Govern- 
ment by Mr. Drissa Troare. secretary in charge of 
relations with the National Union of Mali Workers, and 
for the Coordination Commitice of Associations and 
Organizations by Bakary Karambe. president. 
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Meeting Continues 


AB2403230691 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 2115 GMT 24 Mar 91 


[Text] This morning the president of the Republic met a 
high-level delegation of the Coordination Committee of 
Associations comprising Mr. Amadou Diabate of the 
National Committee for a Democratic Initiative: 
Abourahmane Toure of the Alliance for Democracy in 
Mali; Bakary Karambe of the National Union of Malian 
Workers; Counsellor Demba Diallo of the Malian Asso- 
ciation for Human Rights; and Counsellor Drissa 
Traore, president of the Bar Association. With this 
delegation, the head of state reviewed the situation in the 
country. 


General Moussa Traore examined the beginning of the 
current events, which are painful for the entire nation. 
He asked that everybody work toward returning calm 
and toward harmoniously managing political problems 
in a climate of security. The dialogue that began this 
morning is continuing at the Hall of Trade Unions 
between emissaries of the party and government and the 
Coordination Committee of Associations. 


Opposition Groups Call for Traore Resignation 


Exiled RDP-Mali Communique 


AB2403085591 Paris AFP in French 1036 GMT 
23 Mar 91 


[Text] Libreville, 23 Mar (AFP)—The Rally for Democ- 
racy and Progress (RDP-Mali), an exiled Malian oppo- 
sition movement, has called for “the immediate resigna- 
tion of the government and of President Moussa Traore” 
in the wake of yesterday's violent rioting in Bamako 
during which several dozen people died, according to 
various sources. In a communique handed to AFP this 
morning, the RDP described the current situation in 
Mali as “pathetic.” They “unreservedly condemn the 
shameful and cowardly massacre of women and chil- 
dren” by the authorities, “who, in allowing troops to 
shoot at unarmed Malian people, have lost any legiti- 
macy.” 


Meanwhile, the opposition movement questions the 
right of the Democratic Union of Malian People 
(UDPM), the ruling sole party which is scheduled to hold 
its congress on 28 March, “to decide the fate of the 
Malian people.” The RDP proposes “the immediate 
establishment of a public salvation committee charged 
with running the country and organizing as soon as 
possible a national conference, the only forum capable of 
resolving the current crisis.” 


In conclusion, the RDP “urges democratic forces to 
relentlessly continue the struggle and embark on civic 
disobedience to government.” It “urgently appeals to the 
African and international community to help the Malian 
people recover their inalienable right to freedom, which 
is so effectively being championed in other parts of the 
world.” 
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The RDP-Mali was formed last November by a group of 
Malian exiles resident in Gabon under the aegis of 
Professor Cissoko Sencke Mody, a lecturer at the Faculty 
of Arts and Human Sciences of Libreville University. 


NCTA Figure Comments 


LD2403100991 Paris International Service 
in French 0635 GMT 24 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] Eighteen, a hundred dead? Hundreds of 
wounded. The counting is now impossible! [passage 
omitted] There is not enough medicine. Hospitals lack 
equipment, but also space and beds. Yesterday evening 
they just managed to control the situation but they fear 
another flare up of violence with which they will prob- 
ably be incapable to deal. The situation is more dramatic 
that a team of Belgian Medecins sans Frontiers which 
arrived with equipment financed by the EEC was yes- 
terday deported from Bamako. [passage omitted] The 
Opposition organized itself into a coordinating com- 
mittee yesterday, which includes the single trade union 
the UTM [Union of Malian Workers], the students 
Association, the National Committee of Democratic 
Initiative [NCTA] and the Association for Democracy in 
Mali. The Coordinating Committee published its first 
communique yesterday. Hamidou Diabate, the secretary 
general of the National Committee of Democratic Ini- 
liative gives us the details: 


[Begin Diabate recording] The action policy of the 
Coordinating Committee at the moment is to demand 
esssentially the resignation of Moussa Traore and his 
government. This is the first thing. We call for the 
formation of a People’s Salvation Committee. We think 
that the situation has reached the height of horror at this 
hour. As far as | am concerned, yesterday evening [words 
indistinct} men broke into my house, destroying the 
doors. | was away. The same thing happened to the vice 
chairman of the National Committee of Democratic 
Initiative. Two members of the steering committee of the 
NCID have been arrested, Briame Abe Dogo and Mrs 
Beltou Naiga at two o'clock in the morning. [end 
recording} 


This is quite a strong position by the Coordinating 
Committee, and more demonstrations are already sched- 
uled to take place today. [passage omitted]. | inform you 
that the train linking Dakar to Bamako ts not in service 
because of the situation prevailing in Mali, of course. 


Form Campaign Committee 


AB2403184091 London BBC World Service 
in English 1709 GMT 24 Mar 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Excerpt] Opposition groups in Mali have formed a 
committee to coordinate their campaign for an end to 
one-party rule. The secretary general of the committee, 
Mr. Haidou Diabate, said on the international service of 
Radio France that the group's first priority was to seck 
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the resignation of President Moussa Traore and his 
government. Mr. Diabate said the group was also secking 
the establishment of what he called a people's salvation 
committee. He described the current situation in 
Bamako as the height of horror. [passage omitted] 


Death Toll Reported After Demonstrations 
AB2403193291 Paris AFP in English 1847 GMT 
24 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] Bamako, March 24 (AFP}—Seven people 
were killed and 33 wounded here Sunday when security 
forces again opened fire on Malians after two days of 
anti-government protests said to have left up to 150 dead 
and 1,000 injured medical sources said. [passage 
omitted] 


Witnesses reported additional casualties in three sepa- 
rate incidents during the afternoon. They told AGENCE 
FRANCE-PRESSE that security forces opened fire on a 
group of people digging graves at Niarela cemetery for 
those killed in Friday and Saturday's violence. At least 
two were seriously wounded. A few hours later security 
forces shot at a group in Hamdallaye cemetery, in 
another part of the capital, who were also mourning 
Malians shot dead during the anti-government demon- 
strations. 


There were also unconfirmed reports that the Imacy 
factory in the same part of the capital, which assembles 
bicycles, was on fire. There had been several gas explo- 
sions and several people were thought to be inside. 
However some sources said people caught inside when 
the fire began had escaped. Unconfirmed reports said 
security forces set the fire in an incident similar to one 
Saturday when 65 people burned to death in a shopping 
centre near Bamako’s main post office, where they fled 
to escape shooting. [passage omitted] 


Arrests Reported 


AB2403123091 Paris AFP in French 1107 GMT 
24 Mar 91 


[By AFP special correspondent Francois-Xavier 
Harispe] 


[Text] Bamako, 24 Mar (AFP)—The situation was calm 
early this morning in Bamako, where there were fears of 
a fresh showdown as thousands of people assembled in 
front of the Labor Exchange, according to reports from 
the scene. Thousands streamed this morning toward the 
Labor Exchange, site of the sole central trade union, the 
National Union of Malian Workers (UNTM), which was 
to be the gathering point for a new mass demonstration 
against the regime. The union, which is not affiliated 
with the sole party in power since 1979, has since May of 
1991 demanded a multiparty system in the country. 
which has been led by the military for 22 years. 


During the events of Friday and Saturday [22, 23 March] 
in the Malian capital, about 100 people were killed and 
approximately 1.000 wounded, according to a report 
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made public yesterday by the Coordination Committee, 
a group of associations favoring democracy, notably the 
Mali Bar Association, the UNTM, and the Malian Asso- 
ciation for Human Rights (AMDH). 


In the streets of Bamako, the gulf between the population 
and the security forces is growing wider. Numerous 
policemen and soldiers were reportedly lynched. One 
such incident took place yesterday in the hospital, where 
most of the wounded had been taken. 


According to reliable sources, soldiers no longer dare to 
go out in uniform when not on duty and dissent has been 
reported within the security forces. Many witnesses have 
indicated to AFP that they saw many soldiers being 
assaulted by their comrades for having fired on demon- 
Strators who were participating in a peaceful march, in 
which some 100,000 people participated. The march 
organizers, some of whom went underground yesterday 
for fear of arrest, told AFP yesterday that they are 
determined to pursue the movement until the regime 
falls and a people's salvation Commitee is installed to 
rule the country. 


A reliable source indicated that two leaders of associa- 
tions favoring democracy were arrested in their homes 
Friday night by the security forces. who took them to an 
unknown destination. Others were able to flee and go 
underground, protected by activists who have hidden 
them. According to the AMDH, at least 100 persons, 
including some children of about |2 years of age, have 
been detained without court orders or trials. 


General Moussa Traore, the head of state, who met 
yesterday afternoon the Bamako archbishop, Monsignor 
Luc Sangare, a charismatic figure in the country, and 
Muslim leaders and religious figures. has reportedly 
expressed a desire to meet representatives of the Bar, the 
AMDH, and the UNTM, according to reliable sources 
yesterday evening. But leaders of the three groups, who 
somewhat earlier issued a communique demanding the 
head of state’s resignation and dissolution of the 
National Assembly. refused to go to the presidential 
palace in the evening, saying they must first “consult 
their rank and file.” one of them told AFP. 


Detainees Released 


AB2503140091 Paris AFP in French 1314 GMT 
25 Mar 91 


[Text] Bamako, 25 Mar (AFP)}—About 30 political 
detainees were released this morning in Bamako, where 
shooting was heard in violation of the accords reached 
last night. Meanwhile, Djibril Diallo, the sole party's 
number two man, is reported to have resigned. 


Late this morning, Mr. Drissa Traore, president of the 
Malian Bar Association and a member of the coordi- 
nating committee of associations favorable to a demo- 
cratic system, confirmed to AFP that a first group of 24 
detainees had been released from the Bamako central 
jail. He also indicated that eight others would be released 
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“shortly” and that he had also received confirmation 
that detainees had been released in Koulikoro (35 km 
from Bamako). The Bar president then indicated that he 
had received assurances from the gendarmerie head- 
quarters that people detained elsewhere would be 
released. 


The coordinating committee has, however, decided to 
keep up its demands, especially for the resignation of the 
head of state and his government. It has also decided to 
go ahead with the unlimited general strike which was 
called last night. 


Shooting was heard from inside the central jail, but 
according to officials of the Ministry of Justice, the 
shooting was to prevent escape attempts which followed 
the release of the first detainees. 


General Strike ‘Totally’ Observed in Bamako 


AB2503121591 Paris AFP in French 1080 GMT 
25 Mar 91 


[Text] Bamako, 25 Mar (AFP)}—The unlimited general 
strike seems to have been totally observed this morning 
in Bamako, where only minimal service has been main- 
tained for water, electricity, and telephone. The minimal 
service, provided for by the law, was sufficient to enable 
health authorities to make appeals to ensure continued 
care for the very high number of injured persons being 
treated in the city’s hospitals. 


At the Bamako Central Prison, the guards told AFP that 
no detainees had been released as of 0900 GMT. con- 
trary to the agreement signed yesterday evening between 
the ad hoc commission set up by the authorities and the 
coordinating committee of the pro-democracy associa- 
tions and organizations. 


The security apparatus was still very much in evidence. 
with armored cars in particular stationed in the street in 
front of the Gendarmerie headquarters. Several soldiers 
were still deployed in front of the National Assembly and 
in front of the burned-down “Sahel Vert” building. 
where 65 people died on 23 March. 


All market stalls were closed this morning, no public 
transport vehicles were seen, and a lot of Bamako 
residents were heading on foot toward the Labor 
Exchange. the headquarters of the country’s trade union 
federation. Yesterday, the leadership of the coordinating 
committee asked the people to turn up “each day at 1000 
GMT™ in front of the federation’s headquarters. Among 
the people who gathered there, comments were flowing 
freely in criticism of the speech delivered yesterday 
evening by General Moussa Traore, the Malian head of 
state. In his speech yesterday, the Malian president said 
that he is “open” to setting up a dialogue that would 
“find solutions to end the bloodshed.” He also said he 
would continue to rule “until the end of the (presiden- 
tial) term of office in June 1991). [parentheses as 
received] 


WEST AFRICA 


J 
A) 


Some people are also blaraing the coordinating com- 
mittee for undertaking discussions with the government, 
contending that no dialogue is possible with “killers.” 
Some fear, indeed, that the coordinating committee may 
make concessions on certain issues, whereas for the 
masses of the people, there is only one solution left: the 
departure of the head of state and his government. Early 
this morning, leaders of the coordinating committee and 
associations favoring multiparty democracy began pri- 
vate discussions at the Labor Exchange. 


To Continue Until Traore Resignation 


AB2503160091 Paris AFP in English 1518 GMT 
25 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] Bamako, March 25 (AFP}—A general strike 
called by Mali’s pro-democracy groups paralysed all but 
vital services here Monday as pressure built up on 
President Moussa Traore to resign after three days of 
riots in which at least 150 people are reported to have 
died. Trade union leaders said the strike was “100 
percent effective.” The country’s single labour confeder- 
ation, one of seven pro-democrcary organizations, has 
said the strike will go on until General Traore steps 
down. The strike follows three days of riots ruthlessly 
countered by military firepower. At least 150 people are 
said to have been killed while more than 1.000 more 
were wounded, many seriously. The government says 
just 27 died. 


On Monday, all public transport was at a standstill, 
shops and schools were closed and water. electricity and 
telephone workers were providing only a minimum 
services. Health services however were working Overtime 
dealing with the horrific casualties, many requiring 
amputations. [passage omitted] 


In another development, the ruling party’s deputy 
leader, Djibril Diallo, who recently came out in favor of 
a multiparty system, was said by reliable sources to have 
resigned. Djibril Diallo said in his letter of resignation, a 
copy of which was obtained by the Yphosition, that his 
“honour and dignity” would no longer allow him to 
continue as a member of a party which had “reached the 
ultimate level of incompetence.” Support within the 
regime for Gen. Traore was showing signs of crumbling 
amid unconfirmed reports that members of the head of 
state’s family have been evacuated. [passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, in Brussels, the International Confederation 
of Free Trade Unions on Monday protested to Gen. 
Traore at what it called the “bloodbath carried out at the 
weekend by the Malian Army against peaceful demon- 
strators”. The union represents 144 unions in 101 coun- 
tries. [passage omitted] 


Bar Urges Investigation Commission, Curfew End 


AB2403121891 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 2030 GMT 23 Mar 91 


{Malian Bar Association communique issued in Bamako 
on 23 March] 
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{ Text] In his address to the nation, the head of state has 
called for dialogue and consultations. In this vein, he met 
today with Muslim, Roman Catholic, and Evangelic 
religious leaders. One of the first reactions to the presi- 
dent's appeal for dialogue came from the Malian Bar 
Association, which issued the following important state- 
ment this afternoon: 


Considering the painful events that have occurred in 
Mali for some time now, the Malian Bar Association 
most strongly condemns this climate of violence and 
most vigorously denounces the acts of genocide and 
destruction of public and private property as well as the 
fostering of a permanent atmosphere of insecurity. It 
recommends establishment of an independent commis- 
sion of investigation, calls for an immediate halt to all 
forms of violence and for the immediate lifting of the 
state of emergency and the curfew. It also urges consul- 
tations and dialogue. Furthermore. it has decided to 
provide first aid in the form of drugs to the wounded. It 
appeals for generous donations and a show of goodwill 
from the national and international community. 


French Government ‘Very Concerned’ by Situation 


L.D2303221291 Paris International Service 
in French 1830 GMT 23 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] [Announcer] Calm has not been restored in 
Mali after the serious incidents and numerous deaths 
yesterday, Friday. [passage omitted] Thierry Perret, our 
correspondent on location, brings us up to date: 


[Perret] [passage omitted] This afternoon the coordi- 
naling committee grouping all the protesting associa- 
tions that were on the march this morning met to 
demand the resignation of President Traore, the disso- 
lution of the National Assembly. and a certain number of 
other measures. 


{ Announcer] Thierry Perret, what was the atmosphere in 
the Malian capital like this afternoon? After these serious 
incidents for the second day running, was there some 
kind of return to normal life? 


[Perret] Yes. | must say that the atmosphere we found 
this afternoon, after having had some difficulty in getting 
to Bamako, was quite unreal. Life see wd completely 
suspended. [words indistinct] betwevn se barricades 
that had been put up on all the main roacs. There were 
these barricades everywhere, mad of ~.ctal frames. 
stones, burned tires. In several places i was pretty well 
impossible for traffic to pass. [words indistinct] Knots of 
young people armed with stones. and visibly over- 
excited, forced drivers [word indistinct] to shout against 
the regime. You get a somewhat unreal impression in 
town, in those empty streets with the police almost 
absent. Only armored cars and military trucks were 
driving through, very fast. [passage omitted] 


[Announcer] The French Government, for its part. has 
reacted through Daniel Bernard. spokesperson for the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs: 
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[Begin Bernard recording] As you can imagine. we are 
following the situation particularly carefully, and at this 
Stage the French are very concerned by the situation that 
appears to reign in Mali. We are concerned in particular 
by the use of armed forces. and as you would expect we 
cannot but regret the loss of human life. At this stage 
France appeals to Mali for reason and dialogue to 
prevail. 


As for the French community currently in Mali, which 
amounts to more than 3.000 persons including just over 
2.000 in Bamako. the latest reports from our ambasador 
indicate that for the moment there is no reason to be 
particularly worried about the safety of our community. 
{end recording] [passage omitted] 


Hospital Denies Communique Calling for Doctors 


182303131291 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French O9SS GMT 23 Mar 91 


{Unscheduled news bulletin] 


[Text] The Mahan National Radio and Television Net- 
work [RTM]. whose duty ts to inform, educate, and 
entertain our hardworking people. has always con- 
demned the misdeeds of mind-poisoning campaigns 
aided by foreign radios. An example of such a mind- 
poisoning Campaign was given again today by Dr. 
Cheriff Cisse, a surgeon at the Point G. Hospital, who 
did not hesitate to level serious accusations against the 
government and the RTM. which allegedly refused to 
announce a communique calling for a reinforcement of 
doctors and voluntary blood donors to save the injured. 
To put a stop to such accusations, the RTM interviewed 
the deputy director of the Point G. Hospital, as the 
director himself is absent. He categorically denied the 
allegations. Dr. Ndjanjina Soumare. deputy director of 
the Point G. Hospital. was contacted a few minutes ago 
by the RTM: 


[Begin Soumare recording] Dr. Cisse ts, in fact, a doctor 
at the Point G. Hospital. But according to my knowledge 
as the deputy director and as | have already said in my 
capacity as an administrator, since we resumed work at 
0830 in the morning until 2015, 1 was here myself. | have 
not issued any communique. | have not asked anybody 
at all to draft any communique to be sent to the RTM to 
be announced to anybody at all. 


Second, if a communique had been drafted, it should 
have been sent through administrative principles by a 
message book and bill. and, of course, with a number. 
And it would be a [word indistinct] and it would have 
been signed by me. especially as | have said that the 
incumbent director is sick. So | have become the one in 
charge of issuing official communiques. So in this case, if 
Dr. Cisse has issued a communuque in his own name, | 
cannot make any official comment on it. | am not aware 
of that. At the management level. however, a body that I 
am currently supervising. | have never drafted any 
communique to ask for assistance or help or to give other 
information (’describing) the situation at the hospital. | 
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am categoric on this point. In fact, concerning this 
accusation leveled against you or against whomever, | 
can give you the assurance that at the Point G. Hospital. 
no communique was drafted or sent to be broadcast 
{words indistinct]. 


I am therefore making this official declaration: Since | 
came here at 0830 in the morning and until 2015, I did 
not leave and I was with my assistants. What I would like 
to add to this is that during the whole day, | have not 
meet with Dr. Cisse Oumar, neither in the office, with 
the sick, in the pavillion, nor in the yard. We have not 


met with one another throughout the whole day. So if 


there 1s a problem of a communiquc, the assistants with 
whom | worked are now in the yard, [words indistinct} 
there 1s no need to mention their names. It is certain that 
since yesterday, 22 March, until this morning, and at this 
time as I talk to you, I have not seen Cisse. | can sull 
assure you that nothing happened at the hospital that can 
impugn anybody of wishing or trying to block a message 
that was to be announced to the people. [end recording] 


Belgian Doctors Group Allowed in Country 


AB2503111991 Paris AFP in English 1017 GMT 
25 Mar 91 


[Text] Brussels, March 25 (AFP)}—The authorities in 
Mali have allowed two Belgian doctors to enter the 
country afier blocking them at Bumaki airport on Sat- 
urday, a European Community (EC) spokesman said 
here Monday. 


The doctors, of the humanitarian organisation Medecins 
Sans Frontiers (Doctors Without Borders), had 
attempted to enter the country during political violence 
in which over 150 people have been reported killed since 
Friday. 


A spokesman for the EC’s executive commission, which 
financed the medical team, said the commission had 
expressed its concern to the Malian authorities over the 
initial refusal to admit the doctors. He blamed “a 
problem of coordination with Mali ministers”. The 
commission decided on Friday to send the doctors, 
accompanied by 300 kilograms (660 pounds) of medical 
equipment, to treat the victims of clahes between gov- 
ernment troops and anti-government demonstrators. 


Doctors in Mali have reported shortages of medical 
equipment, blood, anti-tetanus scrum and AIDS testing 
equipment. 


Sierra Leone 
NPFL Soldiers Invade Village, 13 Killed 


AB2403 185091 Paris AFP in English 1733 GMT 
24 Mar 91 


[Text] Freetown, March 24 (AFP)}—Reports reaching 
here Sunday said two senior military officers, including a 
major, and 11 civilians were killed Saturday in Bmmaru 
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[as received], a chiefdom in the Kailahun District, some 
400 miles from Freetown, by soldiers of the National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL). The reports. not 
officially confirmed, said the soldiers invaded the village 
and opened fire on unarmed civilians, including women 
and children. 


The reports said a group of Sierra Leone soldiers who 
went to investigate the shootings were also attacked, with 
two senior military officers being gunned down. The 
rebels were said to number about 2.000 men armed with 
bazookas and hand grenades. the sources said, and after 
the three-hour attack they carried away several bags of 
rice and onions as well as some goats and sheep. 


The Sierra Leone cabinet was meeting in emergency 
session, usually reliable sources told AFP on Sunday. 
This 1s the second time NPFL rebels have invaded Sierra 
Leone. About four months ago. rebels attacked the 
village of Koyoroh in the Kailahun area, stealing rice and 
sheep. but no one was killed. 


Observers say there 1s a possible link of the Saturday 
invasion with a recent interview given by Sierra Leone 
Corporal Foday Sabanoh Sankoh to the BBC in which he 
gave President Joseph Momoh an ultimatum to sicp 
down or be overthrown in 90 days. The area of the 
reported attack has a very high concentration of Liberian 
refugees. The village is totally deserted, with people 
fleeing to nearby towns. Corporal Sankoh was reportedly 
in Kailahun before he disappeared after giving the inter- 
view to the BBC. 


Government Communique Issued 


182403213091 Paris AFP in French 2022 GMT 
24 Mar Yl 


| Text] Freetown, 24 Mar (AFP)—The Sierra Leone Gov- 
ernment today accused Charles Taylor's National Patri- 
otic Front of Liberia (NPFL) for the deaths of 14 people 
on Saturday after 2,000 rebels invaded two villages on 
the country’s eastern border. Most of the victims are 
women and children. Three military officers, including a 
major, were killed by the rebels who were armed with 
AK-47's, bazookas, and machine guns, according to the 
authorities. 


The government, describing this attack as “gratuitous 
and unprovoked,” indicated in a communique published 
by the SIERRA LEONE NEWS AGENCY that the 
“bands of armed rebels invaded two villages Saturday 
night causing an cnormous amount of destruction. The 
government took necessary steps to ensure security of 
the region’s inhabitants,” according to the communique. 
which did not give the nature of these measures. 


This the second time in four months that such an 
incursion took place in this region. The first time there 
were no victims. 
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Border Forces Reinforced 


AB2503115091 Paris AFP in Enelish 1144 GMT 
25 Mar 91 


| Text] Freetown, March 25 (AFP)}—Three truckloads of 
heavily armed soldiers arrived early Monday in Sierra 
Leone’s Kailahun district about 400 miles (600 kilome- 
ters) from here, to bolster border force after a weekend 
raid blamed on Liberian NPFL [National Patriotic Front 
of Liberia] fighters in which 14 Sierra Leoneans were 
killed. The reinforcements will join troops already 
drafted to the area from the nearby military garrison of 
Daru. 


Defence Ministry sources said the dead included three 
soldiers. Two other soldiers suffered gunshot wounds. 


The sources said the attack on the villages of Bomaru 
and Singa. was carried out by between 200 and 500 men 
of the NPFL headed by Charles Taylor—a victorious 
rebel army now in control of much of Liberia after a civil 
war of more than a year. 


The sources said the NPLF raiding party laid siege to the 
two villages on Friday night and launched their attack on 
Saturday using rocket launchers. To gain entry to one 
village, the rebels attacked the home of a certain Licu- 
tenant O.S. Kargbo and subsequently beheaded him, the 
sources said. Another soldier named as Major Foday was 
shot dead as he alighted from his vehicle. His driver was 
also shot. 


A Sierra Leone government statement broadcast on the 
radio accused the NPFL of carrying out an “uprovoked 
and wanton attack.” It said “necessary measures have 
been taken to ensure the safety of the residents and 
security in the area.” but did not elaborate. African 
diplomats Monday said they were “baffled” as to the 
motives behind the NPFL attack. However they said that 
since February there had been “competent intelligence 
reports of secret plots by the NPFL to destabilise neigh- 
bouring countries as an act of revenge.” 


The diplomats said the reports had revealed that 
“Charles Taylor ts presently training and arming dissi- 
dents from Sierra Leone, Guinea and The Gambia with 
the sole aim to cause trouble in these countries.” 

Also, the former field commander of the West African 
peace keeping force in Liberia (ECOMOG) Major Gen- 
eral Joshua Dogonyaro, at a farewell ceremony in Mon- 
rovia in February, advised Sierra Leone, Guinea and 
The Gambia “to be very vigilant over the price they have 
to pay for enduring peace.” 


Togo 
Opposition Groups, President Meet for Talks 


Front Leader on Talks 


182103110291 London BBC World Service 
m Enelish 1709 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


FBIS-AFR-91-057 
25 March 1991 


[Text] If President Eyadema is as good as his word. 
massive changes are afoot before long in Togo. He has 
made concession after concession in the wake of last 
week's big demonstrations in Lome which were led by 
disgruntled students, but which also demanded funda- 
mental political reforms, and when the opposition front 
of associations for reforms met the president on 
Monday, [18 March] he gave way on amnesty for exiles 
and political prisoners. a national conference, and a 
multiparty system. Commissions are also being set up to 
look into student grievances and the details of political 
reforms. On the line to Lome. Chris Green asked Kocou 
Kofigoh. vice president of the opposition front, if Pres- 
ident Eyadema seemed like a beaten man when they met 
him. 


[Begin recording] [Kofigoh] No. not at all. I did not see 
the president as someone defeated, but | saw him very 
aware of the problems of the country now. 


[Green] The president seemed to have agreed to almost 
all of the opposition’s demands at the mecting on 
Monday. Do you think he means i” 


[ Kofigoh] I think so, because the situation of the country 
has changed. There 1s a big demand from the population 
to reach the true democracy in our country. There 1s a big 
demand of a full respect of human rights. 


[Green] What about the opposition Front of Associa- 
tions for Renewal? It seems very united at the moment, 
but as Togo goes down the path toward democracy. do 
you think it will split into a lot of different parties as has 
been the case in Benin or Congo for example” 


[Kofigoh] The front is a kind of commitice of coordina- 
tion. They are different associations which are not polit- 
ical parties, but the reason of the existence of the front is 
to find a way to start a dialogue with the regime so that 
what we need happens—general amnesty, liberalization 
of political parties, national debate on the institutions. 
But once they reached these (?aims), these points, | do 
not think that the front itself could be transformed into 
a political party. That is not its objective. Our fight ts for 
the parties, the real political opposition parties, to come 
into reality. 


[Green] What is the next step for the front? What are 
your plans to keep up the pressure for reforms? 


{[Kofigoh] We want to use all legal means to reach the 
reforms. The first one is dialogue. Now it is done. The 
dialogue has started with the government. The joint 
commission, the mixed commission, will start work very 
soon, perhaps today or tomorrow. The second means 1s 
to appeal to the people to be ready in order to continue 
the fight but in a pacific [peaceful] manner. We can go on 
strike if the negotiations fail: we can go on strike. We can 
also use all legal means. you know, et cetera, to reach our 
goals. [end recording] 


FBIS-AFR-91-057 
25 March 1991 


‘Joint Parity Commission’ Meets 


AB2303172291 Lome Domestic Service 
in French 0615 GMT 23 Mar 91 


[Text] The Joint Parity Commission set up on 18 March 
1991 after talks between the president of the Republic 
and the Front of Associations for Renewal [FAR] held its 
first meeting on 22 March at 1600 GMT in the Temple 
of Justice Conference Hall in Lome. The commission's 
members include: 


Persons appointed by the president: Mr. Barry Moussa 
Barque, minister of plan and mines: Mr. Yao Kounale 
Eklo, administrative secretary of the Rally of the Togo- 
lese People; Mr. Yao Komlavi, minister of environment 
and tourism, Mr. Dahuku Pere, minister of civil service 
and labor; Mr. Atou Koffi Amegah, chief justice of the 
Supreme Court, Mr. (Amegah Fogoh), attorney general 
at the Court of Appeal, Lome: Mr. (Abdou Assoumon). 
public prosecutor. 


FAR representatives:—Lawyer Yaovi Agboyibor, 
chairman of FAR; lawyer (Kwakou Koffijo), vice 
chairman of FAR; Mr. (Tomy Adja), secretary general of 
FAR; lawyer (Jovi Gali), member of the FAR Conven- 
tion; lawyer (Yaovi Degi), member of the FAR Conven- 
tion; Mr. Mensah Lawson, member of the FAR Conven- 
tion; Mr. (Noviti Oumain), member of the FAR 
Convention. 


The session was devoted to networking among commis- 
sion members. The next meeting will be on 25 March 
1991 at 0900 GMT to elect its executives and organize 
its proceedings. 


Concessions Made to Workers 


AB2403202291 Lome Domestic Service 
in French 1900 GMT 23 Mar 91 


{Communique issued by the National Confederation of 
Togolese Workers in Lome on 23 March on government 
concessions to workers} 


[Text] The National Confederation of Togolese Workers. 
CNTT, wishes to inform workers of the following: 


During the reflection days held at the Lome Labor 
Exchange on 3 and 4 January 1991 and after an extensive 
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tour to contact workers in the interior from 15 to 31 
January, some grievances were recorded. After selecting 
the most urgent ones, the CNTT held talks with Togolese 
Government authorities. Following the negotiations, the 
government has taken the following measures for 
workers: 


1. Step increases and promotions, with payment in cash 
as of | April 1991, will be unfrozen. 

2. About 6,500 permanent workers will be regraded from 
their off- scale statutes to a higher category. 

3. The government takes charge of transportation fares 
for workers sent to new posts; how to apply this measure 
will be determined shortly. 

4. The general budget will take charge of teachers cur- 
rently on the World Bank payroll when their contracts 
with this institution expire. In this regard, the CNTT 
general secretary informs these teachers that only 200 
out of 250 files have reached the Primary School Direc- 
torate. Therefore it calls on those who have not sent their 
files to do so as soon as possible. 


Concerning teachers from denominational schools, a 
meeting was held in February between the CNTT general 
secretary and the two general secretaries of the the 
Catholic and Protestant education sector trade unions. 
At the end of this meeting. the archibishop of Lome 
summoned an episcopal conference in March 1991 to 
discuss the problems relating to Catholic education. The 
CNTT ts awaiting the results of this meeting to open 
negotiations with the Catholic and Protestant education 
sector officials to find satisfactory solutions to griev- 
ances of teachers from the denominational education 
sector as soon as possible. 


Central Committee Examines Draft Constitution 


AB2203192391 Lome Domestic Service 
in French 1230 GMT 22 Mar 91 


[Text] The Central Committee of the Rally of the Togo- 
lese People met this morning at the president's office to 
examine the draft constitution prepared by the constitu- 
tional commission. After recording the comments, opin- 
ions, and suggestions of various members, the Central 
Committee requested that the fundamental text be 
improved upon in a way that would take the various 
observations into account while maintaining the spirit 
and content of the constitutional commission's draft. 
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